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“Conservation Stories” provides a window on the conservation and 
education activities undertaken by Nunavik Parks. 

The mission of Nunavik Parks is to protect the land for future generations while 
fostering the interconnection between the land, the people, cultures, and types of 
knowledge. To achieve its mission, Nunavik Parks relies on local, traditional, and

scientific knowledge, while promoting access to the land for all.

“ᐋ ᐎᐦᒥᓈᒋᐦᑖᑭᓂᐎᒡ ᐋ ᑎᐹᒋᒧᓈᓂᐅᒡ” ᐊᑯᑎᐦ ᐋᐦᑎᑯᐦᒡ ᒑ ᒌᐦ ᐅᐦᒡ ᐙᐱᐦᑖᑭᓂᐅᒡ ᐋ ᐎᐦ 
ᒥᓈᒋᐦᑖᑭᓂᐅᒡ ᑭᔮᐦ ᐋ ᒋᔅᑯᑎᒫᒑᓂᐅᒡ ᒑᒀᔨᐤ ᐋ ᐎᐦ ᐄᐦᑏᐦᑐᑎᒡ ᐊᓂᒌ ᓅᓈᕕᒃ ᐹᐦᕐᒃ᙮

ᐊᓐ ᐙᐦᑑᑎᐦᒡ ᐅᒌ ᓅᓈᕕᒃ ᐹᐦᕐᒃ ᐋ ᐎᐦᒥᓈᒋᐦᑑᐙᒡ ᐅᔮᔨᐤ ᐊᔅᒌᔨᐤ ᐊᓂᔮᔨᐤ ᓂᔅᑖᒥᐦᒡ 
ᒑ ᐱᒫᑎᓯᔨᒡ ᐊᔪᐦ ᒫᒃ ᑭᔮᐦ ᐋ ᐎᐦᒑᐦᑎᒡ ᐅᔮᔨᐤ ᐊᔅᒋᔨᐤ, ᐊᓂᔮᔨᐤ ᐹᒫᑎᓯᔨᒡ ᐅᑎᐦ 

,ᐃᑖᑎᓯᐎᓂᔨᐤ ᑭᔮᐦ ᓂᓈᐦᑭᐤ ᐋ ᐃᔑᓈᑯᐦᒡ ᒋᔅᒑᔨᐦᑎᒧᐎᓐ᙮ ᐆ ᒫᒃ ᒑ ᒌᐦ ᑐᑖᑭᓂᐅᒡ, ᓅᓈᕕᒃ 
ᐹᐦᕐᒃ ᐊᔅᐹᔨᒧᑐᑎᒧᐙᐅᒡ ᐊᓂᔮᔨᐤ ᐊᓂᑎᐦ ᐙᐦᒋᔩᒡ, ᑭᔮᐦ ᐊᓂᔮᔨᐤ ᐋ ᐃᔑ ᒋᔅᒑᔨᐦᑎᒥᔨᒡ ᑭᔮᐦ 
ᒫᒃ ᐊᔨᐦᒡ ᐋ ᐃᔑ ᒋᔅᒑᔨᐦᑖᑭᓂᐎᔨᒡ, ᐋᔫᐦ ᒫᒃ ᐋ ᓃᑳᓂᔅᑖᑭᓂᐅᒡ ᐊᓐ ᒑ ᒌ ᐋᐱᒋᐦᑖᑦ ᒥᓯᐙ 

ᐋᐙᓐ ᐅᔮᔨᐤ ᐊᔅᒋᔨᐤ᙮

Nunavik Parks is a brand registered under the Kativik Regional Government
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ᐅᔅᑯᑎᒥᐦᒑᒄ, ᐊᒥᔅᑯᑎᒄ!
 Dam it, beavers!
Parc national Tursujuq
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The increasing beaver population is a local 
concern and is linked to the effects of climate 
change. As a national park, it is our mandate 
to improve the monitoring of beavers 
and better understand the effects of their 
presence on park territory. 

Moreover, a dam can act as a barrier to Arctic char 
migration, which is a local concern. 

The Nunavik Research Centre at Makivvik is 
investigating the effects of beaver dams on the 
northern ecosystem near Kuujjuaq and Tasiujaq.

This summer, we surveyed 228 km of river 
habitat to have a better idea of beaver dam 
distribution in the region. We counted 13 
beaver territories; a territory sometimes 
consisted of up to 3 dams. The data collected 
was shared with Makivvik and Anguvigaq1.

This first exploratory survey is the beginning 
of a long-term program to monitor beaver 
distribution, activity, and persistence in 
the park. We hope to continue this work 
to further our knowledge on the beaver’s 
impact on northern ecosystems and species 
such as Arctic char.

A beaver dam in Tursujuq park
ᐊᒥᔅᑯ ᐅᔅᑯᑎᒻ ᐊᓂᑎᐦ ᐊᓐ ᑐᕆᓱᒍᒃ ᐹᐦᕐᒃ

Incomplete beaver dam in Tursujuq park
ᐋᑳᐦ ᐅᐦᒋ ᒋᓯᐦᑖᑭᓂᐅᒡ ᐊᒥᔅᑯ ᐅᔅᑯᑎᒻ 
ᐊᓂᑎᐦ ᐊᓐ ᑐᕆᓱᒍᒃ ᐹᐦᕐᒃ

Beaver dams affect Arctic 
char migration.
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Climate change is impacting ecosystems and 
habitats. In the North, shrubs and bush-type 
vegetation are increasing, creating valuable habitat 
for southern species like beaver. In Nunavik, the 
impact of beavers is not well understood. It is 
likely that the building of dams and the subsequent 
creation of ponds is increasing permafrost thaw and 
accelerating shrubification—the expansion of shrub 
growth and presence. 

1 Nunavik Hunting Fishing Trapping Association (NHFTA)
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ᐱᐹᒥᐱᔨᒡ, ᐋ ᐄᒫᔨᐦᑎᒥᐦᐄᐙᐤ ᐅᑎᐦ ᐆ᙮

ᐊᓂᒌ ᑳ ᓈᓂᑐᒋᔅᒐᓴᔨᐦᑎᐦᒡ ᓅᓈᕕᒡ 
ᓂᑐᒋᔅᒑᔨᐦᑎᒧᐙᓯᐅᒡ ᐊᓂᑎᐦ ᑳᐦ ᐅᐦᒋᒡ ᒫᑭᕕᒃ 
ᐊᔅᑯ ᓈᓂᑎᐙᔨᐦᑎᒧᒡ ᑖᓐ ᐋᔥ ᑖᑭᐦᐄᒑᐱᔨᒡ ᐊᒥᔅᒄᐦ 
ᐋ ᒋᐱᐦᐋᒥᔨᒡ ᐅᑖᐦ ᐊᑎᒫᐲᓯᒽ ᐊᔅᒌᐦᒡ ᐹᓱᒡ 
ᐊᓂᑎᐦ ᑰᒍᐙᒃ ᑭᔮᐦ ᑖᓲᐅᔮᒃ᙮

ᐋᔮᔅᒃ ᐊᑎ ᒥᐦᒑᑎᒃ ᐊᒥᔅᒄ ᐋ ᐄᒫᔨᐦᑎᒥᐦᐄᑯᒡ 
ᐊᓂᑎᐦ ᐙᐦᒋᔨᒡ ᑭᔮᐦ ᐊᑯᑎᐦ ᐙᐦᑖᔨᐦᑎᒡ ᐊᓐ 
ᐊᔨᐦᒡ ᐋᑏᑖᔨᐦᑖᑯᐦᒡ ᒋᔑᒄ᙮ ᐆ ᒫᒃ ᓈᔑᓂᓪ ᐹᐦᕐᒃ, 
ᐋᐅᒄ ᓂᑖᐱᑎᓯᐎᓈᓐ ᒑ ᒌᐦ ᓈᓈᑭᒋᐦᐋᑭᓂᐎᒡ 
ᐊᓂᒌ ᐊᒥᔅᑯᒡ ᑭᔮᐦ ᒑ ᒌᐦ ᒥᔪᓂᔅᑐᐦᑎᐙᑭᓂᐎᒡ 
ᑕᓐ ᐋ ᐃᔑ ᑖᑭᐦᐄᒑᐱᔨᒡ ᐊᓂᑎᐦ ᐋᐦᑖᒡ ᐊᓂᔮᔨᐤ 
ᐋᐦᑎᑯᓂᔨᒡ ᐹᐦᕐᒃ᙮

ᐅᑖᐦᒡ ᑳ ᐹᒋ ᓂᐱᐦᒡ, ᒋ ᓈᓂᑐᒋᔅᒑᔨᐦᑖᑭᓂᐤ 
ᐊᓂᑎᐦ ᐊᓐ ᓯᐲᐦ ᐙᐅᔮᔥ 228 ᑳᑎᐦᒀᒡ 
ᑎᐱᐦᐄᑭᓐ ᐃᔅᐱᔅ ᐋ ᐎᐦ ᓂᔥᑐᑖᐙᑭᓂᐎᔨᒡ 
ᐊᑎᑎᐤ ᐊᓂᒌ ᐊᒥᔅᑯᒡ ᐋ ᐅᔅᑯᑎᒥᐦᒑᒡ ᐅᑖᐦ 
ᐄᑖᐦᒑᔅᑭᒥᒡ᙮ ᒫᒨ ᒫᒃ 13 ᒋᐦᑎᓐ ᐊᓂᑎᐦ 
ᐊᒥᔅᑯᐊᒡ ᐋᐦᑖᒡ; ᐊᓂᑎᐦ ᐊᓂᔮᔨᐤ ᐋᐦᑖᒡ 
ᓂᔮᓂᑯᑐᓐᐦ ᓂᔅᑐᔨᒡ ᒋ ᐅᔥᑯᑎᒥᐦᒑᐅᒡ᙮ ᐊᓐ ᑳ 
ᐃᔑ ᒥᔥᑯᐙᐦᑖᑭᓂᐅᒡ ᒋᒻᔮᑭᓂᐎᒡ ᑭᔮᐦ ᐊᓂᒌ 
ᒫᑭᕕᒃ ᑭᔮᐦ ᐊᓐᑰᕕᑳᒃ᙮ 

ᐊᓐ ᒫᒃ ᓂᔅᑎᒻ ᑳ ᒥᔅᑯᐙᐦᑖᑭᓂᐅᒡ ᑳ 
ᓈᓂᑐᒋᔅᒑᔨᐦᑖᑭᓂᐅᒡ ᐊᑯᑎᐦ ᐊᓂᑎᐦ ᐙᐦᒡ 
ᒋᐦᒋᐱᔨᒡ ᓈᐅᔥ ᒑ ᐱᒥᐱᔨᒡ ᐋ ᑭᓂᐙᐱᒥᐦᒡ 
ᐊᓂᒌ ᐊᒥᔅᑯᒡ ᑖᓐ ᐊᑏᔨᐦᑎᒡ ᑮᔮᐦ ᐊᓂᐦᔮᔨᐤ 
ᐋᓯᓂᒫᐦᑖᒡ ᐊᓂᑎᐦ ᐹᐦᕐᒃ᙮ ᓂᐱᑯᓵᔨᒧᓈᓐ ᒫᒃ 
ᒑ ᐎᒑᐱᑎᓯᒥᒋᐦᒡ ᐊᓂᒌ ᒫᑭᕕᒃ ᑭᔮᐦ ᐊᓐᑰᕕᑳᒃ 
ᐊᑎᑎᐤ ᒑ ᒌᐦ ᓂᔅᑐᐦᑎᐙᑭᓂᐎᒡ ᐊᓂᒌ ᐊᒥᔅᑯᒡ 
ᑖᓐ ᐊᔥ ᑖᑭᐦᐄᒑᐱᔨᒡ ᐊᓂᑎᐦ ᐊᑎᒫᐱᓰᒽ 
ᒥᔪᔅᑭᒥᒡ ᑭᔮᐦ ᒫᒃ ᐊᓂᑎᐦ ᐊᓂᔮᔨᐤ ᐋᐦᑖᔨᒡ 
ᐱᑯᓂᒑᐦ ᔓᔖᓲᐦ᙮ 

ᐊᒥᔅᒄ
Beaver

ᐊᒥᔅᑯ ᐅᔅᑯᑎᒻ ᑖᑯᐦᐆᑰᒡ 
ᐊᓂᒌ ᐋ ᐱᐹᒥᐱᔨᒡ ᔓᔖᓲᒡ᙮

ᐊᔨᐦᒡ ᐋ ᐃᑖᔨᐦᑖᑯᐦᒡ ᒋᔑᒄ ᔕᔥ ᑖᑭᐦᐄᒑᐱᔨᒡ 
ᐊᓂᑎᐦ ᒥᓯᐙ ᐙᔅᑳᐦ ᑭᔮᐦ ᒫᒃ ᐊᓂᑎᐦ ᐊᓐ 
ᒑᒀᓐ ᐊᐦᑎᑯᐦᒡ᙮ ᐊᓂᑖᐦ ᐊᑎᒫᐲᓯᒽ, ᓂᐱᓰᐦ ᑭᔮᐦ 
ᒫᒃ ᐊᓐ ᐆ ᐊᑎᓯᓈᑯᐦᒡ ᐋᔮᔅᒃ ᐙᔪᒋᓂᐦᑖᐅᒋᓐ, 
ᐊᑎᑎᐤ ᒫᔪᔨᑯᒡ ᐊᓂᒌ ᐱᓯᒸᐦᑖᐦᒡ ᐙᐦᒋᔨᒡ ᐱᑯᓂᒑᐦ 
ᐊᒥᔅᑯᒡ ᒑ ᒌᐦ ᑖᒡ ᐅᑎᐦ᙮ ᐅᑖᐦ ᓅᓈᕕᒃ, ᐊᓂᔮᔨᐤ 
ᐊᓯᓂᒫᐦᑖᑦ ᐊᒥᔅᒄ ᓂᒧᐃ ᒥᔪᓂᔅᑐᐦᑖᑭᓂᐅᔨᐤ᙮ 
ᐊᓂᑎᐦ ᐋ ᐅᐦᒋᐱᔨᒡ ᐊᓂᔮᔨᐤ ᐋ ᐅᔅᑯᑎᒥᐦᒑᒡ 
ᐊᑎ ᓯᓵᑭᐦᐄᑭᓂᐎᔨᒡ ᐊᓂᑎᐦ ᐋ ᐅᐦᒋᐱᔨᒡ ᐊᓐ 
ᐋ ᐋᐹᐱᔨᒡ ᐊᓂᑎ ᐊᓐ ᑳᒋᒡ ᐋ ᒌ ᒥᔅᑯᑎᐦᒡ ᑭᔮᐦ 
ᐊᑎᑎᐤ ᒑᓯᐱᔨᒡ ᐊᓂᐦᑖᐅᒋᐦᒡ ᓂᐦᑖᐅᒋᐦᒋᑭᓐ ᐊᑎ 
ᐙᔪᒡ ᓂᐦᑖᐅᒋᐦᒡ ᑭᔮᐦ ᓂᐱᓯᐦ ᑭᔮᐦ ᓅᑯᐦᒡ᙮

ᒥᓐ ᒫᒃ, ᐅᔅᑯᑎᒻ ᑭᑎᐦ ᒋᐱᐦᐆᑰ ᐊᓐ ᔓᔖᓲᐤ ᐋ 
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ᐋ ᐎᔨᔑᓂᐦᐄᒑᓂᐅᒡ ᓂᓈᐦᑭᐤ ᐋ ᐃᔑᓈᑯᐦᒡ
Drawings of a special kind

Parc national des Pingualuit

ᒍᐲ ᑯᓂᔮᒃ ᐋ ᒌ ᐅᐎᔨᔑᓂᐦᐄᒑᑦ ᐊᔪᒄ ᒑ 
ᒌᐦᑳᓈᑰᐦᑖᑭᓂᐎᔨᒡ ᐊᓂᑎᐦ ᐊᓐ ᑳ ᐅᔅᑳᒡ “ᐋ 
ᒥᔅᑯᐙᐦᑖᑭᓂᐅᒡ ᐱᓐᑯᓚᓗᐎᑦ ᐹᐦᕐᒃ ᓈᔑᓂᓪ” 
ᒑ ᒧᒋᑭᐦᑖᑭᓂᐅᒡ ᐊᓐ 20 ᒑᐦᑐᐱᓍᔮᐦᒡ ᐹᐦᕐᒃ᙮

Juupi Koneak’s drawing will be the highlight 
of the new edition of educational document 
“Discover Parc national des Pingualuit” to 
celebrate the park’s 20th anniversary.

ᒀᒑᒃ ᐋ ᐎᔑᓂᐦᐄᒑᓂᐅᒡ ᐊᓐ ᒎᐲ ᑯᓂᔮᒃ ᑳ ᐅᐦᒋᔨᑦ ᑲᓐᑭᒃᓲᒍᐙᒃ
Qajaq drawing by local Kangiqsujuaq artist Juupi Koneak
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ᒋᑭ ᒋᐦ ᐅᑎᓈᓈ?
Can you handle it?
ᐋ ᒌ ᐅᐦᒋ ᐱᓂᐱᔨᒡ ᐋ ᒌ ᒥᔅᑳᑭᓂᐅᒡ ᐊᓂᑎᐦ ᐅᒥᐅᔮᒃ 
Artefact revival in Umiujaq

ᓵᕕᒃ: ᐋ ᒥᓵᒡ ᒨᐦᑯᒫᓐ ᓯᓃᐦ ᐋ ᒨᐦᑰᒫᓈᐱᔅᑯᒡ᙮
Large knife with stone blade.

1

•	 ᒥᒫᐦᑖᑭᔅᒋᐦᐅᐎᓂᔨᐤ ᑳ ᐅᔑᑖᑦ ᑭᓪᐱᕐᑦ ᐄᓅᒃᐴᒃ ᒋ ᐅᐦᔑᐦᑖᐤ ᐊ ᒋᐦᒋᑭᓂᐙᐱᐦᑎᐦᒃ 6 ᑎᐦᑐ ᐙᔅᑭᒡ 
ᒑᒀᔨᐤ ᐋᓂᑎᐦ ᐋ ᒌ ᐅᐦᑎᓂᑭᓂᐎᔨᒡ ᑑᕐᓲᒎᒃ ᐹᐦᕐᒃ ᐋ ᓄᑯᐦᑖᑭᓂᐅᒡ᙮ ᐅᐦᐄ ᐅᑎᐦ ᐋᐅᒄ ᑳ ᐎᔨᐦ 
ᐃᔑᓈᑯᐦᑖᑭᓂᐅᒡ ᒑ ᒌᐦ ᑖᐦᒋᓂᑭᓂᐅᒡ ᑭᔮᐦ ᒫᒃ ᒋᐦᒋᐙᐦ ᐋ ᐃᔑᓈᑯᐦᒡ᙮ ᒫᓂᑖᐅᒡ ᑭᔮᐦ ᒫᒃ ᐊᓂᒌ 
ᒋᔅᑯᑎᒫᑐᐋᐙᔑᐦᔕᒡ ᒑ ᒌᐦ ᑖᐦᒋᓂᐦᒡ ᐊᓂᔮᔨᐤ ᒑᒀᔨᐤ ᐋ ᐋᐱᑎᓂᔨᒡ ᑯᓂᑭᒥᒄ ᐋ ᐅᔑᐦᑖᑭᓂᐎᔨᒡ ᑭᔮᐦ 
ᒫᒃ ᒑ ᒌᐦ ᑯᒋᐦᑖᑭᓂᐒᒡ ᐋ ᒫᑎᓯᑭᓂᐅᒡ ᐎᔮᔥ ᐊᓯᓃ ᒨᐦᑯᒫᓈᓂᐱᔅᑯᐦᒡ ᐋ ᐃᔑᓈᑯᐦᒡ᙮

•	 Local artist Gilbert Inukpuk has created replicas of 6 artefacts from Tursujuq Park’s collection. 
These replicas are meant to be touched and handled just as if they were being originally created. 
Visitors and school groups can now get hands-on experience with these objects to build igloos or to 
try cutting meat with a stone blade.

2
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ᐃᑭᔮᒦᒃ: ᐋ ᐊᐱᓵᓯᒡ ᐅᒋᒀᒋᑭᓂᔥ 
ᑳ ᐋᐱᑎᐦᒡ ᐋ ᐅᒋᒀᒑᓂᐅᒡ᙮ 
ᐊᓂᑎᐦ ᑳ ᐅᐦᒋ ᐅᔑᐦᑖᑭᓂᐅᒡ 
ᐎᐱᒋᐙᐱᑎᐦᒡ᙮
Small lure used when fishing. 
Originally made of walrus tusk.

ᐹᓂᒃ: ᑯᓂᐦᑯᒫᓐ ᑳ ᐊᐱᑎᐦᒡ ᑯᓂᑭᒥᒄ ᐋ ᐅᔑᐦᑖᑭᓂᐅᒡ᙮ ᐎᔅᑭᓂᐦᒡ ᑭᔮᐦ 
ᒫᒃ ᐎᐱᒋᐙᐱᑦ ᐋᑯᑎᐦ ᐙᐦᒡ ᐅᔑᐦᑖᑭᓂᐅᒡ᙮
Snow knife used to build igloos. It can be made of bone and walrus tusk.

ᓈᐆᓛᒃ: ᐊᔑᒫᑭᓐ ᐋ 
ᐅᔅᑎᒀᓂᐅᒡ᙮
Harpoon head.
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ᐋ ᒋᓂᑭᒀᓂᐲᐦᑖᑭᓂᐅᒡ 
ᐊᓂᐦᐄ ᐅᐲᐐᐦ ᒥᑖᓵᔮᐲᐦᒡ ᐋ 
ᐃᔑᓈᑯᐦᑖᑭᓂᐅᒡ

Spinning the fibers into yarn

ᐋ ᒥᓂᐦᐄᑭᓂᐅᒡ ᐊᓐ ᑭᕕᑦ ᐊᓂᑎᐦ ᐅᐦᒡ ᒥᔅᑎᐦᒀᐦᒡ

Brushing the qiviut from the hide

Photos:  Rachel Guindon, Patrick Maltais

1

3

ᐊᓂᑎᐦ ᐅᒥᒫᒃ ᐊᓂᑖᐦ ᐃᔑ ᒥᑖᓵᔮᐱᔨᐦᒡ
From uumimmak to skeins of wool
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ᑭᕖᑦ ᐋ ᒋᔅᑯᑎᒫᒑᑦ ᕌᔨᒋᓪ ᑯᓐᑣᓐ
Qiviut workshop with Rachel Guindon

ᐋ ᐆᐙᑎᓯᓂᐦᐄᑭᓂᐅᒡ ᐊᓂᐦᐄ ᐎᔨᐱᐐᐦ ᒑ ᒌ ᓂᐱᑖᔅᑖᑭᓂᐅᒡ

Carding the fibers to line them up

•	 ᕌᔨᒋᓪ ᑯᓐᑣᓐ ᑳ ᒥᐅᑎᓯᐙᒡ ᑰᒋᐙᐱᒃ ᑭᔮᐦ ᐅᒥᐅᔮᒃ ᒌᐦ ᒥᔨᐙᐤ 
ᐅᒋᔅᒑᔨᐦᑎᒧᐎᒃ ᑖᓐ ᐊᐦᑐᑖᒫᑭᓂᐎᔨᒡ ᐊᓂᔮᔨᐤ ᑭᕖᑦ ᐋ ᒥᑖᓵᔮᐱᐦᒑᓂᐎᔨᒡ᙮ ᐊᓐ 
ᒥᑖᓵᔮᐲᐦ ᐋᓂᑎᐦ ᐋ ᒌ ᐅᐦᒋ ᐅᔑᐦᑖᑭᓂᐅᒡ ᑭᕖᑦ ᓈᔥᒡ ᔪᔅᑳᐹᑭᓐ ᑭᔮᐦ ᓈᔥᒡ 
ᒥᔻᐆᐤ ᐅᑎ ᐎᔨ ᐊᔅᒌᐦᒡ ᒥᓯᐦᑖᔅᑭᒥᒡ᙮ ᒋᑭ ᒋᐦ ᓯᑭᐦᐙᑭᓂᐎᒡ ᒥᔅᑎᐦᑯᔨᒡ ᑭᔮᐦ ᒫᒃ 
ᒑ ᒌ ᐅᑎᐦᐄᑳᒑᓂᐅᒡ ᓯᐦᑖᑯᐦᓂᐦᒡ, ᑭᔮᐦ ᒫᒃ ᐊᓂᑎᐦ ᐊᓂᔅᑭᒥᒡ᙮

•	 Rachel Guindon visited Kuujjuaraapik and Umiujaq to share her knowledge 
on how to transform qiviut into yarn. The qiviut is the undercoat of Arctic 
mammals like the muskox. Wool made of qiviut is one of the softest and 
finest in the world. It can be brushed from hides, collected from branches, or 
gathered from the ground.
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ᐊᓂᑎᐦ ᐅᒥᒫᒃ ᐊᓂᑖᐦ ᐃᔑ ᒥᑖᓵᔮᐱᔨᐦᒡ
From uumimmak to skeins of wool
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ᓈᐹᕐᑐᐄᑦ ᑭᔮᐦ ᐋ ᐎᐦᑖᒡ 
Napaartuit and fires

Parc national Kuururjuaq

ᐊᓂᒋᓂᑐᒫᓈᓂᒡ ᑳ ᓈᓂᑐᒋᔅᒑᔨᐦᑎᒡ ᐊᓂᒌ 
ᐄᑖᐱᑎᓰᓯᐤ ᐋ ᒌ ᐎᔨᐦᑖᔨᒡ ᐋ ᒥᔅᑎᑯᔅᑳᔨᒡ ᒌᐦ 
ᑖᑭᐦᐄᒑᐱᔨᐤ ᐊᓐ ᐋ ᐃᔑ ᓂᐦᑖᐅᒋᐦᒡ ᐊᓂᑎᐦ 
ᐊᓐ ᑰᕈᕐᒎᐙᒃ ᓰᐲ ᐋ ᐄᑐᑎᓈᐦᒡ ᐋ ᒥᔅᑎᑯᔅᑳᒡ 
ᓂᐦᑖᐅᒋᐦᒋᑭᓐ᙮

ᐊᓂᑎᐦ ᐊᓐ ᑳ ᐎᔨᐦᑖᒡ 2022 ᐙᐅᔮᔥ 
42 ᐋᑭᐦᒋᐦᒑᔮᒡ ᐊᔅᒋᔨᐤ ᑎᐱᐦᐄᑭᓐ ᐋ 
ᒥᔅᑎᑯᔅᑳᒡ ᒌ ᐃᔅᐱᐦ ᐄᔅᒀᑖᐤ᙮

Ph
ot

o:
  C

or
en

tin
 C

ha
ill

on
The fire of 2022 burned 
around 42 km2 of forest.

We have invited researchers to start 
investigating how forest fires may have 
contributed to the formation of the 
Kuururjuaq River Valley’s forest oasis.
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The absence of newly exposed mineral soil 
might be the reason why we only found one 
(1) spruce seedling during our field campaign.

In Quebec, every part of the boreal forest has 
been affected by fire at one time or another. 
These fire events have been leaving their mark 
and shaping the forests we see today. 

In June 2022, a forest fire burned part of the 
boreal forest in the Kuururjuaq River Valley 
in Kuururjuaq Park. This fire presented an 
opportunity to further study this northern 
forest ecosystem and its dynamics over time, 
as well as to address local community concerns 
about the mercury released by fire.

During this first year of exploratory field work, 
we were able to observe that the fire did not 
burn hard enough, thus leaving the mineral 
soil unexposed. A layer of burnt forest litter 
was still covering the ground. This may 
prevent black spruce seeds from germinating. 
Black spruce (napaartuq) must start growing 
on mineral soil to prevent its small baby roots 
from rotting.

The absence of baby spruce would likely make 
the 42 km2 of burnt forest look like an open 
meadow of thickets and brush. The first 
trees to recolonize the burnt area would be 
tamaracks (pingiit), but only in many years’ 
time.

This first exploratory field work will lead to 
more detailed research in the years to come, 
and to more public outreach in the community 
to share what we have learned.

Water samples were also 
taken to check for the 
presence of mercury.

ᐄᔮᐦᑎᒄ ᐆᔅᒀᑐᐄ
Black spruce cone - qimminguait

ᑣᒥᓂᒃ ᐋᕐᓯᓈᓪᑦ ᐋ ᑭᓂᐙᐱᒫᑦ ᒥᔅᑎᒄᐦ 
ᒋᐦᒋᓂᐙᐱᒋᐦᑭᓐᐦ
Dominique Arsenault looking at a tree core 
sample

Photos:  Corentin Chaillon
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ᐋᑳ ᑎᑯᐦᒡ ᐋᓐ ᒑ ᒌᐦ ᓄᑯᐦᒡ ᐊᓂᑎᐦ ᐊᓐ ᐙᒋᐦᒡ ᐋ 
ᐅᐦᒋ ᓂᐦᑖᐅᒋᒡ ᒀᔂᓐ ᐊᔨᒑᐦ ᐙᐦᒋ ᐃᔅᐱᔨᒡ ᐆ ᒥᒄ 
ᐹᔨᒄ (1) ᐋ ᒌ ᒥᔅᑰᒋᐦᒡ ᐋ ᐊᐱᓵᐦᑎᑰᓯᑦ ᐄᔮᐦᑎᑯᔥ 
ᒫᒀᒡ ᐊᓐ ᑳ ᓈᓂᑐᒋᔅᒑᔨᐦᑎᒫᐦᒡ᙮

ᐅᑎᐦ ᑯᐸᒃ, ᒥᓯᐙᐦ ᐊᓂᑎᐦ ᐊᓐ ᐋ ᒥᔅᑎᑯᔅᑳᒡ ᒋᐦ 
ᐎᐦᑖᐤ ᑭᔮᐦ ᒪᓐ ᐊᓂᑎᐦ᙮ ᐅᑎᐦ ᐆ ᐋᒌ ᐎᔨᐦᑖᒡ 
ᓅᑯᓐ ᐊᓂᑎᐦ ᐊᔅᑯ ᑭᔮᐦ ᐊᑯᑎᐦ ᐆ ᐊᔑᓈᑯᐦᒡ 
ᐊᓂᐦᐄ ᐋ ᒥᔅᑎᑯᔅᑳᒡ ᐊᓅᐦᒡ ᑳᔑᑳᒡ᙮

ᒎᓐ ᐲᓯᒻ 2022, ᑳ ᐎᔨᐦᑖᒡ ᐊᓂᑎᐦ ᐊᓐ 
ᐋᒥᔅᑎᑯᔅᑳᒡ ᑰᕈᕐᒎᐙᒃ ᓰᐲᐦ ᐋ ᐃᑐᑎᓈᒡ 
ᐊᓂᑎᐦ ᑰᕈᕐᒎᐙᒃ ᐹᐦᕐᒃ᙮ ᐊᓂᑎᐦ ᐊᓐ ᐋ ᒌ 
ᐎᔨᐦᑖᒡ ᐊᑯᑎᐦ ᑳ ᐅᐦᒋ ᑭᓂᐙᐱᐦᑖᑭᓂᐅᒡ ᒑ 
ᒌᐦ ᓈᓂᑐᒋᔅᒑᔨᐦᑖᑭᓂᐅᒡ ᐊᓐ ᐅᑖᐦ ᐊᑎᒫᐲᓯᒽ 
ᐋ ᒥᔅᑎᑯᔅᑳᒡ ᓂᐦᑖᐅᒋᐦᒋᑭᓐ ᑭᔮᐦ ᐊᓂᑎᐦ ᐊᓐ 
ᐊᑏᐦᑎᑯᐦᒡ, ᑭᔮᐦ ᒫᒃ ᒑ ᒌ ᐃᔮᔨᒸᐦᐄᐙᒡ ᐊᓂᔮᔨᐤ 
ᐋ ᐄᑖᔨᐦᑎᒥᐦᐄᑯᒡ ᐊᓂᒌ ᐊᓂᑎᐦ ᐙᐦᒋᔨᒡ ᐊᓂᔮᔨᐤ 
ᐋᐦ ᐅᒋᐱᔨᒡ ᒥᕐᑯᕇᐦ ᐊᓂᑎᐦ ᐄᔅᑯᑖᐦᒡ᙮ 

ᐊᓐ ᒫᒃ ᓂᔅᑎᒻ ᑳ ᐱᐳᐦᒡ ᐆ ᑳ ᐱᒥᐲᐦᑖᑭᓂᐅᒡ 
ᐋ ᐋᐱᑎᓰᔅᑖᑭᓂᐅᒡ ᑳ ᓈᓂᑐᒋᔅᒑᔨᐦᑖᑭᓂᐅᒡ, 
ᒋ ᒥᔅᑯᐙᐦᑖᑭᓂᐤ ᐋᓐ ᐋ ᒌ ᐄᔅᒀᑖᒡ ᐋᑳ ᓈᔥᒡ 
ᐄᔮᒻ ᐅᐦᒋ ᐄᑖᐦᑭᐦᑖᒡ ᐋᑳ ᐅᐦᒋ ᐆᑎᐦᑖᑭᐦᑖᒡ ᐊᓐ 
ᐄᑖᒥᐦᒡ ᐋᔅᒌ ᐋ ᐅᐦᒋ ᓂᐦᑖᐅᒋᐦᒡ᙮ ᐊᔅᑯ ᐊᓂᑎᐦ 
ᐅᔅᑎᔅᑭᒥᑯᐦᒡ ᒌ ᐊᑯᓂᐦᐄᒑᐱᔨᐤ ᐊᓐ ᐋ ᒌ ᐄᔅᒀᑖᒡ᙮ 
ᒋᑭ ᒌᐦ ᐃᔑᓈᑯᓐ ᐋᑳ ᒑ ᒌᐦ ᓂᐦᑖᐅᒋᒡ ᐊᓂᒌ 
ᐃᔮᐦᑎᑯᒡ᙮ ᐃᔮᐦᑎᒄ (ᓈᐹᕐᑑᒃ) ᐊᑯᑎᐦ ᔭᔨᑖᐃ 
ᐙᐦᒋ ᓂᐦᑖᐅᒋᒡ ᐊᓐ ᐋ ᐃᑎᔅᑭᒥᑳᒡ ᐊᔅᒌ ᐋᑳ ᒌ 
ᓂᐱᒥᑭᐦᒡ ᐊᓂᑎᐦ ᐊᓐ ᐋ ᐅᑎᐱᐎᒡ᙮

ᐋᑳ ᑖᒡ ᒫᒃ ᐊᓂᒌ ᐃᔮᐦᑎᑰᓯᒡ ᑭᑎ ᒌ ᐃᔑᓈᑯᓐ 
ᐊᓂᑎᐦ ᐊᓐ 42 ᑳᐦᑎᐦᒀᒡ ᐊᔅᒋᐤ ᑎᐱᐦᐄᑭᓐ ᐋ 
ᑭᒋᐦᒑᔮᒡ ᒧᔮᒻ ᐋᑳ ᒥᔅᑎᑯᔅᑳᒡ ᓯᑐ ᐋ ᑎᐦᑎᒀᒡ 
ᓂᐱᓯᐦ ᒥᒄ ᐋ ᓂᐦᑖᐅᒋᐦᒡ᙮ ᐊᓂᒌ ᓂᔥᑎᒻ ᒥᔅᑎᑯᒡ 
ᒑ ᓂᐦᑖᐅᒋᐙᑯᐱᓈᐦ ᐊᓂᑎᐦ ᐊᓐ ᐋ ᒌᐦ ᐄᔅᒀᑖᒡ 
ᐋᐅᑯᓂᒡ ᐊᓂᒌ ᐙᒋᓈᑭᓂᒡ (ᐱᓐᑮᑦ), ᒥᒄ ᐹᐦᑎᔥ ᑳ 
ᒥᐦᒑᑐᐱᐳᐦᒡ᙮

ᐊᓐ ᓂᔅᑎᒻ ᐆ ᑳᐦᑐᑖᑭᓂᐅᒡ ᐋ ᓈᓂᑐᒋᔅᒑᔨᐦᑖᑭᓂᐅᒡ 
ᐊᔅᑯ ᐊᑎᑎᐤ ᒋᑭ ᑐᑖᑭᓂᐤ ᒥᒋᓐ ᐅᑖᐦ ᐃᔑ 
ᓂᔅᑖᒥᐦᒡ, ᑭᔮᐦ ᐊᑎᑎᐤ ᒑ ᐎᐦᑎᒧᐙᑭᓂᐅᑦ ᒥᓯᐙ 
ᐋᐙᓐ ᐊᓂᑎᐦ ᐄᐦᑖᐎᓂᐦᒡ ᒑᒀᔨᐤ ᐊᓂᔮᔨᐤ ᑳ 
ᒥᔅᑯᐙᑖᑭᓂᐎᔨᒡ᙮ 

ᓂᐱ ᐋ ᒌ ᓂᑐᒋᔅᒑᔨᐦᑖᑭᓂᐅᒡ 
ᐊᑯᑎᐦ ᑳ ᐅᐦᒋ ᒥᔅᑯᐙᐦᑖᑭᓂᐅᒡ 
ᐋᐦᑎᑯᐦᒡ ᐊᓐ ᒥᕐᑭᕇ᙮
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ᐋ ᓂᑐᒋᔅᒑᔨᐦᑖᑭᓂᐎᒡ ᓂᐲ
Water sampling
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ᐊᓐ ᑳ ᐅᔑᐦᑖᑦ ᐊᓂᑐᕇ ᓇᓗᒃᑐᒃ 
ᒋᑭ ᓅᑯᐦᑖᑭᓂᐅᔨᐤ ᐊᓂᑎᐦ ᐊᓐ 
ᑳ ᐅᔅᑳᒡ ᑐᕐᓲᒍᒃ ᐹᐦᕐᒃ ᒋᐦᒋᐙᐦ ᒑ 
ᑎᑯᐦᒡ ᐊᓂᑎᐦ ᑯᒍᐙᔮᐲᒃ᙮

ᐋ ᐃᔑ ᐙᐱᐦᑎᐦᒃ ᐎᔨ ᑎᕕᑏ
Through the eyes of Davidee

Parc national Tursujuq

Photo: Andrew Davidee Naluktuk

The work of Andrew Davidee Naluktuk 
will be showcased in the new Tursujuq 
Park permanent exhibition in 
Kuujjuaraapik.
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ᑳ ᓄᒋᑐᑯᐦᐹᓂᐅᒡ 2᙮0
Archæology 2.0

Parc national Kuururjuaq
A team from Centre for Northern Studies 
(CEN), Laval University, Université du Québec 
à Trois-Rivières, and Avataq has launched 
a project to document archeological sites 
around Kangiqsualujjuaq using drone 
imagery. Their goal is to digitally preserve the 
sites and assess the degradation risk they face 
due to vegetation encroachment and erosion. 
Some of these sites are in the coastal area of 
Kuururjuaq Park. The results of the 3D images 
are quite surprising.

ᐊᓂᒌ ᐊᓂᑎᐦ ᑳ ᐅᐦᒋᔨᒡ ᓯᓐᑎᕐ ᐊᑎᒫᐲᓯᒻ ᒋᔅᑯᑎᒫᒑᐎᓂᐦᒡ 
(CEN) ᐅᓂᕕᕐᓯᑏ ᑑ ᑯᐯᒃ ᐊ ᑐᕎᔥ-ᕆᕕᔅ, ᑭᔮᐦ ᐊᕚᑖᐦᒃ 
ᒋᐦᒋᐱᔨᐦᑖᐅᒡ ᐋ ᐱᒥᐲᐦᑖᒡ ᐋ ᓄᒋᑐᑭᐦᐹᓂᐎᔾᒡ ᐊᓂᑎᐦ 
ᐙᔅᑳᐦ ᐊᓐ ᑲᓐᑭᓱᐊᓗᒍᐙᒃ ᐋ ᐋᐱᒋᐦᑖᒡ ᐊᓂᔮᔨᐤ ᑳ 
ᐱᐸᒥᐦᔮᒥᑭᓂᔨᒡ ᑳ ᒥᓯᓈᐱᔅᑭᐦᐄᒑᐱᔨᒡ᙮ ᐊᓂᔮᔨᐤ ᒫᒃ 
ᐙᐦᑐᑎᐦᒡ ᒦᓯᓈᐱᔅᑭᐦᐄᑭᓈᒋᓂᐦᒡ ᒑ ᒌᐦ ᑎᑎᐦᒡ ᒑ ᒌ 
ᑭᓂᐙᔨᐦᑖᑭᓂᐅᒡ ᐋ ᐐᐦ ᒥᓈᒋᐦᑖᑭᓂᐎᔨᒡ ᐊᓂᔮᔨᐤ ᐊᓂᑎᐦ 
ᑳᐦᒋᒋᓂᐙᒋᐦᑖᒡ ᑭᔮᐦ ᐊᔅᑰ ᒪᓐ ᒑ ᐅᐦᒋ ᑭᓂᐙᐱᐦᑎᐦᒡ ᒑ 
ᐃᔮᔨᐅᓂᔨᒀᐦ ᐊᓂᔮᔨᐤ ᐊᓂᑎᐦ ᓈᐦᑖᐅᒋᓂᔨᒡ᙮ ᐱᔥᒡ ᐙᔥ 
ᐅᐦᐄ ᑳ ᒥᔅᑯᐙᐦᑖᑭᓂᐅᒡ ᐊᓂᑎᐦ ᔮᔮᐤ ᑎᑯᓐᐦ ᐊᓂᑎᐦ 
ᐊᓐ ᑰᕈᕐᒎᐙᒃ ᐹᐦᕐᒃ᙮ ᐊᓂᐦᐄ ᒫᒃ ᐅᑎᐦ ᐆᐦᐄ ᓅᑯᐦᒡ ᐋ 
ᒫᒫᐦᒋᔨᓯᓈᑯᐦᑖᑭᓂᐅᒡ ᓈᔥᒡ ᒥᔅᑳᓯᓈᑯᓐᐦ᙮

ᐋ ᒌ ᐄᔨᑯᔅᒋᐎᔨᒡ ᒥᒋᐙᑉᐦ ᐊᓂᑖᐦ ᔕᔥ ᐸᒋ ᓈᔥᒡ ᐙᔅᑭᒡ ᒥᑐᑭᑉᐦ ᐃᑖᒥᔅᒌᐦᒡ ᐋᐦᐃᑎᑯᐦᒡ 
(a) ᐊᓂᑎᐦ ᐋ ᒌ ᐅᒋ ᒋᐦᑳᓈᑯᐦᑖᑭᓂᐎᒡ ᐋ ᐊᐱᒋᐦᑖᑭᓂᐎᒡ ᓕᑖᕐ ᒥᓯᓈᐱᔅᑭᐦᐄᑭᓐ (b)᙮ ᐆ 
ᒥᓯᓈᐱᔅᑭᐦᐄᑭᓂᐙᐤ: ᐅᓂᕕᕐᓯᑏ ᑑ ᑯᐯᒃ ᐋ ᑐᕎ-ᕆᕕᔨᕐ᙮
Semi-subterranean house from the Dorset period under vegetation (a) and revealed by 
LiDAR imagery (b). Photos: Université du Québec à Trois-Rivières

A)
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ᒫᕐᒃ ᑎᕐᑎᓘᒃ ᑳᓂᑭᒃᓲᒍᐙᒃ ᑳᐦᐅᒋᔨᑦ ᐎᔨ ᒌ 
ᐎᔮᐱᔅᑭᐦᐋᒽ ᐊᓂᔮᔨᐤ ᑰᓖᒃ ᐊᓂᑎᐦ ᐊᓂᔮᔨᐤ 
ᐋ ᓈᐅᓂᔨᒡ ᐹᐦᕐᒃ᙮ ᐊᑎ ᐹᐦᐹᔨᑯᐦᒡ ᐊᓂᐦᐄ 
ᐹᐦᕐᒃ ᒋᑭ ᐅᐙᓯᐲᐦᑖᐅᒡ ᐋ ᒫᒨᐎᓈᓂᐎᔨᒡ 
ᒑ ᒌᐦ ᒋᔅᑯᑎᒧᐙᒡ ᐊᓂᔮᔨᐤ ᐊᓂᑎᐦ ᐙᐦᒋᔨᒡ 
ᑕᓇᐦᑎᓈᓂᐎᔨᒡ ᐋᓯᔥᑭᐦᐄᑭᓂᐎᔨᒡ ᐊᓂᔮᔨᐤ ᑰᓖᒃ᙮

ᑰᓖᑦ ᐹᔨᒀᐤ ᓈᔥᒡ ᐙᔫᒡ ᒌ ᐊᐱᒋᐦᑖᐅᒡ ᐄᔅᒋᒫᐅᒡ 
ᐅᐱᒫᑎᓯᐎᓂᐙᐦᒡ, ᐋ ᒌ ᐙᔅᑖᓂᒫᒑᒡ ᑭᔮᐦ ᐋ 
ᒌ ᒋᓯᑖᓂᐦᑖᒡ᙮ ᐊᓅᐦᒡ ᑳᔑᑳᒡ, ᐊᓐ ᑰᓖᑦ ᐋ 
ᒋᔅᑎᒫᐅᐦᒡ ᒑᒀᓐ ᐋᐦᑐᑖᑭᓂᐅᒡ ᐊᑯᑎᐦ ᓅᑯᐦᑖᑭᓂᐅᒡ 
ᐋ ᐐᐦ ᐙᐱᐦᑎᔨᐙᓂᐅᒡ ᐊᓂᔮᔨᐤ ᑳ ᐸᒋ 
ᐃᔑᓈᑯᓂᔨᒡ ᐆ ᐱᒫᑎᓯᐎᓂᐙᐤ᙮

ᐋ ᓯᔅᑭᐦᐄᑭᓂᐅᒡ ᐊᓐ ᑰᓕᒃ ᓂᑎᐙᔨᐦᑖᑯᓐ ᒑ 
ᒋᔅᑯᑎᒫᒑᓂᐅᒡ ᑭᔮᐦ ᐋ ᑰᒀᒋᓇᓂᐅᒡ᙮ ᑎᑯᓐ 
ᒥᔅᑳᓲᐎᓐ ᐋ ᒧᓯᐦᑖᑭᓂᐅᒡ ᐊᓂᑎᐦ ᐋ ᐆᐦᑖᐹᒋᔨᒡ 
ᐊᔅᒌᐦ᙮

ᐋ ᓯᔅᑭᐦᐄᑭᓂᐅᒡ ᐊᓐ ᑰᓖᒃ
Lighting the qulliq
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Mark Tertiluk from Kangiqsujuaq has 
carved a qulliq (traditional Inuit lamp) 
for each of Nunavik’s four parks. Each 
park will organize an annual gathering 
to teach community members how to 
light the qulliq.

Qulliit were once central to Inuit 
daily life, as a source of light and 
heat. Today, qulliit are part of 
ceremonial practices because of what 
they represent and their cultural 
significance.

Lighting the qulliq requires some 
learning and practice. It provides a 
meditative experience that connects 
you to the land.

Mark Tertiluk, photo: Mary A Pilurtuut
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ᐋ ᑭᓂᐙᐱᐦᑖᑭᓂᐎᒡ ᓂᐲ ᐊᔅᐱᐦᑖᑭᒥᑖᒡ  Monitoring water temperature 

Randall Morgan & Charlie Munick, Parc national Kuururjuaq
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ᐋ ᐎᐦᒥᓈᒋᐦᑖᑭᓂᐅᒡ ᑭᔮᐦ ᐋ ᒋᔅᑯᑎᒫᒑᒡ ᐋ ᒫᒨᐱᒡ
Conservation and Education team

Patrick Maltais 
Education Technician 
pmaltais@krg.ca

Isabeau Pratte
Conservation and Education Specialist 
ipratte@krg.ca

Corentin Chaillon
Conservation and Education Specialist 
cchaillon@krg.ca

ᐹᐦᕐᒃ ᐋ ᐎᒋᒫᐦᑭᑖᑭᓂᐎᒡ
Parks management

Mary A Pilurtuut 
Parc national des

Pingualuit

Bobby Tooktoo Parc 
national Tursujuq
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Charlie Munick
Parc national Kuururjuaq / 

Ulittaniujalik
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Nunavik Parks/Parcs Nunavik
P.O. Box/CP 9
Kuujjuaq QC J0M 1C0
819-964-2961

Parc national des Pingualuit
P.O.  Box/CP 130
Kangiqsualujjuaq QC J0M 1K0
819-338-3282

Parc national Kuururjuaq
Parc national Ulittaniujalik
P.O. Box/CP 30
Kangiqsualujjuaq QC J0M 1N0
819-337-5454

Parc national Tursujuq
P.O. Box/CP 2205
Umiujaq QC J0M 1Y0
819-331-5454

info@nunavikparks.ca 
conservation.education@krg.ca 
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