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“Conservation Stories” provides a window on the conservation and education 
activities undertaken by Nunavik Parks. 

The mission of Nunavik Parks is to protect the land for future generations while 
fostering the interconnection between the land, the people, cultures, and types of 
knowledge. To achieve its mission, Nunavik Parks relies on local, traditional, and

scientific knowledge, while promoting access to the land for all.

“ᓄᖑᖏᓐᓇᑎᑦᓯᑌᓕᓂᕐᓄᑦ ᐅᓂᒃᑳᑦ” ᒪᓂᔨᒍᑕᐅᔪᑦ ᐃᒐᓛᒥᒃ ᐃᑦᓯᐊᖓᕕᑦᓴᒥᒃ 
ᓄᖑᖏᓐᓇᑎᑦᓯᑌᓕᓂᕐᓄᑦ ᐊᓯᐅᖏᓐᓇᑎᑦᓯᑌᓕᓂᕐᓄᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᑎᑦᓯᓂᕐᒧᑦ 

ᐱᓇᓱᐊᕋᑦᓴᓂᒃ ᑲᔪᓯᑎᑕᐅᕙᑦᑐᒥᒃ ᓄᓇᕕᒻᒥ ᒥᕐᖑᐃᓯᕐᕕᓄᑦ.

ᓯᕗᓂᕐᒥ ᐱᔭᐅᒋᐊᓚᖓᔪᑦ ᓄᓇᕕᒻᒥ ᒥᕐᖑᐃᓯᕐᕕᓄᑦ ᐅᖑᒪᑦᓯᓂᖅ ᓄᓇᒥᒃ ᐱᑦᔪᑎᒋᑦᓱᒋᑦ 
ᓯᕗᓂᕐᒥ ᐃᓅᖃᑦᑕᓛᕐᑐᑦ ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᑎᓗᒋᓪᓗ ᐱᑐᑦᓯᒪᐅᑎᓂᖏᑦ ᓄᓇᐅᑉ, ᐃᓄᖏᑦᑕ, ᐃᓗᒡᒍᓰᑦ, 
ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐊᑦᔨᒌᖕᖏᑐᓂᒃ ᖃᐅᔨᒪᒍᑎᖃᕐᓃᑦ. ᑖᓐᓇ ᓯᕗᓂᕐᒥ ᐱᔭᐅᒋᐊᓚᖓᔪᖅ ᐱᓚᕿᒍᒪᑦᓱᒍ, 

ᓄᓇᕕᒻᒥ ᒥᕐᖑᐃᓯᕐᕖᑦ ᐃᑲᔪᕐᑎᓴᑐᐊᖃᓚᖓᕗᑦ ᓄᓇᓕᓐᓂ, ᐱᐅᓯᑐᖃᕐᑎᒍᑦ, ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓱᑯᐃᔦᓂᑎᒍᑦ 
ᖃᐅᔨᒪᓂᕐᓄᑦ, ᐱᕙᓪᓕᑎᒋᐊᕐᓗᒍᓗ ᓄᓇᓕᐊᕈᓐᓇᓂᖏᑦ ᐃᓘᓐᓇᖏᑦᑕ.

Nunavik Parks is a brand registered under the Kativik Regional Government
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ᓯᒥᑦᑐᐃᕙᑦᑐᑦ, ᕿᔪᑦᓯᐅᑎᐊᓗᐃᑦ!
 Dam it, beavers!
Parc national Tursujuq
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The increasing beaver population is a local 
concern and is linked to the effects of climate 
change. As a national park, it is our mandate 
to improve the monitoring of beavers 
and better understand the effects of their 
presence on park territory. 

Moreover, a dam can act as a barrier to Arctic char 
migration, which is a local concern. 

The Nunavik Research Centre at Makivvik is 
investigating the effects of beaver dams on the 
northern ecosystem near Kuujjuaq and Tasiujaq.

This summer, we surveyed 228 km of river 
habitat to have a better idea of beaver dam 
distribution in the region. We counted 13 
beaver territories; a territory sometimes 
consisted of up to 3 dams. The data collected 
was shared with Makivvik and Anguvigaq1.

This first exploratory survey is the beginning 
of a long-term program to monitor beaver 
distribution, activity, and persistence in 
the park. We hope to continue this work 
to further our knowledge on the beaver’s 
impact on northern ecosystems and species 
such as Arctic char.

A beaver dam in Tursujuq park
ᑐᕐᓱᔪᖅ ᒥᕐᖑᐃᓯᕐᕕᒥ ᕿᔪᑦᓯᐅᑏᑦ ᓯᒥᓯᒪᔭᖓ

Incomplete beaver dam in Tursujuq park
ᑐᕐᓱᔪᒥ ᒥᕐᖑᐃᓯᕐᕕᒥ ᕿᔪᑦᓯᐅᑏᑦ 
ᓯᒥᑦᓯᒪᔪᓕᐊᖓ ᐱᔭᕇᕐᒣᑐᖅ

Beaver dams affect Arctic 
char migration.
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Climate change is impacting ecosystems and 
habitats. In the North, shrubs and bush-type 
vegetation are increasing, creating valuable habitat 
for southern species like beaver. In Nunavik, the 
impact of beavers is not well understood. It is 
likely that the building of dams and the subsequent 
creation of ponds is increasing permafrost thaw and 
accelerating shrubification—the expansion of shrub 
growth and presence. 

1 Nunavik Hunting Fishing Trapping Association (NHFTA)
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ᐊᒻᒪᓗ, ᓯᒥᑦᑐᓯᒪᔭᖏᑦ ᐊᕝᕕᐊᑕᐅᑎᑦᓯᒍᓐᓇᓱᑎᒃ 
ᐃᖃᓗᑉᐲᑦ ᓂᒪᕐᓂᖏᓐᓂᒃ, ᓄᓇᓕᓐᓂᓗ ᑌᒣᓐᓂᖏᑦ 
ᐃᓱᒫᓘᑕᐅᓕᕐᓱᑎᒃ.

ᒪᑭᕝᕕᑯᑦ ᓄᓇᕕᒥ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᕐᕕᖓ ᖃᐅᔨᒐᓱᐊᓕᕐᑐᖅ 
ᖃᓄᐃᓕᖕᙰᓯᒪᓂᖏᓐᓂᒃ ᕿᔪᑦᓯᐅᑏᑦ 
ᓯᒥᑦᓯᒪᑎᑕᖏᑦᑕ ᑕᕐᕋᒥ ᐆᒪᔪᓂᒃ ᐱᕈᕐᑐᓂᓪᓗ 
ᑰᑦᔪᐊᑉ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᑕᓯᐅᔭᐅᑉ ᓴᓂᐊᓂ.

ᕿᔪᑦᓯᐅᑏᑦ ᐅᓄᕐᓯᕙᓪᓕᐊᓂᖏᑦ ᓄᓇᒥ 
ᐃᓱᒫᓘᑎᐅᓕᕐᑐᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐃᓕᖓᑦᓱᑎᒃ 
ᖃᓄᐃᓕᖕᙰᕙᓪᓕᐊᓂᖓᓄ ᓯᓚᐅᑉ ᐊᓯᑦᔨᓂᖓᑕ. 
ᑯᐯᒻᒥ ᒥᕐᖑᐃᓯᕐᕕᒥ, ᑎᓕᔭᐅᓯᒪᐅᑎᖃᕐᑐᒍᑦ 
ᑲᒪᒋᔭᖃᕆᐊᕐᓂᒥᒃ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐃᑉᐱᒍᓱᓐᓂᒥᒃ 
ᕿᔪᑦᓯᐅᑎᓂᒃ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᑐᑭᓯᒋᐊᑦᓯᐊᓗᒋᑦ 
ᖃᓄᐃᓕᖕᙰᕙᓪᓕᐊᓂᖏᑦ ᓄᐃᑕᓕᕐᓂᖏᑦᑕ 
ᒥᕐᖑᐃᓯᕐᕕᐅᑉ ᓄᓇᖁᑎᖓᓂ.

ᑕᕝᕙᓂ ᐊᐅᔭᖅ, ᕿᒥᕐᕈᕕᖃᓚᐅᕐᑐᒍᑦ 228 km-
ᓂᒃ ᑰᓐᓂ ᓇᔪᕐᑕᐅᓲᓂᒃ ᑐᑭᓯᒪᓂᕐᓴᐅᒍᑎᒋᓕᕐᓱᒍ 
ᕿᔪᑦᓯᐅᑏᑦ ᓯᒥᑦᓯᒪᑎᑕᖏᑦᑕ ᐃᕐᐸᓯᒪᓂᖏᓐᓂᒃ 
ᓄᓇᓕᓕᒫᓂ. 13-ᓂ ᓄᓇᖁᑎᒋᔭᕐᒥ 
ᑭᑎᑦᓯᓚᐅᔪᔪᖑᑦ ᕿᔪᑦᓯᐅᑏᑦ ᓯᒥᑦᓯᒪᑎᑕᖏᓐᓂᒃ; 
ᓄᓇ ᑖᕙᓂ 3 ᑖᕙᓂᓕᒫᖅ ᐃᓕᒃᑰᑎᕐᑐᓂᒃ 
ᑎᑭᑦᓱᒋᑦ ᓯᒥᑦᓯᒪᑎᑕᐅᕕᖃᓕᕆᐊᖓ 
ᑕᑯᓚᐅᔪᑦᓱᒋᑦ. ᑐᑭᓯᐅᑎᑦᓭᑦ ᐳᑯᑦᑕᐅᓚᐅᔫᑦ 
ᑐᓴᕐᑕᐅᑎᑕᐅᓯᒪᓕᕐᑐᑦ ᒪᑭᕝᕕᑯᓐᓄᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᐊᖑᕕᒐᒃᑯᓄᑦ.

ᓯᕗᓪᓕᐹᖅ ᑐᑭᓯᒋᐊᕐᓂᒧᑦ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᕐᓂᖅ 
ᐱᒋᐊᕐᕕᒋᓯᒪᕙᐅᒃ ᐊᑯᓃᓚᖓᔫᑉ 
ᐱᓇᓱᐊᕈᑦᔨᐅᑎᐅᑉ ᐃᑉᐱᒋᔭᐅᓯᑎᓗᒋᑦ 
ᕿᔪᑦᓯᐅᑏᑦ ᐃᕐᐸᓯᒪᓂᖏᑦ, ᓱᓇᓱᐊᓲᒍᓂᖏᑦ, 
ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᒥᕐᖑᐃᓯᕐᕕᒦᖏᓐᓇᓕᕐᓂᖏᑦ. ᓂᕆᐅᑦᑐᒍᑦ 
ᑲᔪᓯᑎᑕᐅᓚᖓᓂᖓᓂᒃ ᐃᑲᔪᕐᓂᖏᑦᑕ 
ᒪᑭᕝᕕᑯᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐊᖑᕕᒐᒃᑯᑦ ᖃᐅᔨᓯᒪᔭᑦᑎᓂᒃ 
ᓯᕗᒧᐊᑦᑎᓯᒋᐊᕐᑎᓗᑕ ᕿᔪᑦᓯᐅᑏᑦ 
ᖃᓄᐃᓕᖕᙰᓯᒪᓕᕐᓂᖏᓐᓂᒃ ᑕᕐᕋᒥ ᐆᒪᔪᐃᑦ 
ᐱᕈᕐᑐᓗ ᐃᓂᑦᓴᔭᖏᓐᓂᒃ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐆᒪᔪᐃᑦ 

ᐅᑦᑑᑎᒋᑦᓱᒋᑦ ᐃᖃᓗᑉᐲᑦ. 

ᑭᒋᐊᖅ 
Beaver

ᕿᔪᑦᓯᐅᑏᑦ ᓯᒥᑦᑐᓯᒪᔭᖏᑦ 
ᖃᓄᐃᓕᖕᙰᓯᒪᓕᕐᑐᑦ 
ᐃᖃᓗᑉᐲᑦ ᓯᑐᕕᒋᓲᖏᓐᓂᒃ 
ᓂᒪᕐᕕᒋᓲᖏᓐᓂᒃ.

ᓯᓚᐅᑉ ᐊᓯᑦᔨᐸᓪᓕᐊᓂᖓ ᖃᓄᐃᓕᖕᙰᕙᓪᓕᐊᓕᕐᑐᖅ 
ᐆᒪᔪᐃᑦ ᐱᕈᕐᑐᓗ ᓂᕆᐅᑎᖃᑎᒌᓲᒍᓂᖏᓐᓂᒃ 
ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓇᔪᓲᖏᓐᓂᒃ, ᐅᕐᐲᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐅᕐᐱᓴᔦᑦ 
ᐱᕈᕐᑐᐃᑦ ᐅᓄᕐᓯᕙᓪᓕᐊᑐᐃᓐᓇᓕᕐᑐᑦ, 
ᐃᓂᒋᔭᐅᒋᐊᒥᒃ ᐃᓱᕐᕆᓇᕐᓱᑎᒃ ᓯᕿᓂᕐᒦᓲᑦᓴᔦᑦ 
ᐆᒪᔪᐃᑦ ᐆᑦᑑᑎᒋᑦᓱᒋᑦ ᕿᔪᑦᓯᐅᑎᓄᑦ, 
ᓄᓇᕕᒻᒥ, ᖃᓄᐃᓕᖕᙰᓯᒪᓂᖏᑦ ᕿᔪᑦᓯᐅᑏᑦ 
ᑐᑭᓯᒪᔭᐅᑦᓯᐊᖏᑦᑐᑦ. ᐃᒣᑦᑐᕆᔭᐅᓕᕐᑑᒐᓗᐊᑦ 
ᑰᓐᓂᒃ ᑰᒐᔮᓂᒃ ᓯᒥᑦᑐᐃᕙᓐᓂᖏᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᑕᓯᐊᕈᕐᓂᒃ ᓄᐃᑎᕆᓕᕐᓂᖏᑦ ᐅᓄᕐᓰᕙᓪᓕᐊᓕᕐᓱᑎᒃ 
ᓄᓇᐅᑉ ᐃᑭᐊᖓᓂ ᐊᐅᓱᐃᑦᑑᓯᒪᔪᒥᒃ 
ᐊᐅᑦᓯᕙᓪᓕᐊᓚᖀᓕᕐᓱᑎᒃ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓱᑲᑦᑑᑎᑦᓯᓕᕐᓱᑎᒃ 
ᐅᕐᐱᑕᑦᓯᕙᓪᓕᐊᓂᕐᒥᒃ - ᓇᒧᓕᒫᕐᐸᓕᐊᓕᕐᑎᓗᒋᑦ 
ᐅᕐᐲᑦ ᐱᕈᕐᐸᓕᐊᑦᓱᑎᒃ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᓄᐃᕐᖃᕙᓪᓕᐊᑐᐃᓐᓇᓱᑎᒃ.
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ᐊᓪᓚᖑᐊᕐᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᐃᓕᒃᑰᓱᑎᒃ ᐊᑦᔨᒋᔭᐅᖕᖏᑐᑦ
Drawings of a special kind

Parc national des Pingualuit

ᔫᐱ ᖁᖏᐊᑉ ᐊᓪᓚᖑᐊᕐᑕᕕᓂᖏᑦ 
ᑕᑯᑦᓴᑎᑕᐅᓛᕐᑐᑦ ᓄᑖᓂ ᐃᓂᕐᑕᐅᒋᐊᓪᓚᑐᑦᓴᓂ 
“Discover Parc national des 
Pingualuit” ᖁᕕᐊᓲᑕᐅᑎᓗᒍ 20-ᒍᑎᖓᓂ 
ᓇᓪᓕᐅᓂᕐᓯᐅᓂᖓ.

Juupi Koneak’s drawing will be the highlight 
of the new edition of educational document 
“Discover Parc national des Pingualuit” to 
celebrate the park’s 20th anniversary.

ᖃᔭᖕᖑᐊᖅ ᐊᓪᓚᖑᐊᕐᑕᕕᓂᖅ ᑲᖏᕐᓱᐊᓗᑦᔪᐊᒥ ᓴᓇᖕᖑᐊᑎᒧᑦ ᔫᐱ ᖁᖏᐊᒧᑦ

Qajaq drawing by local Kangiqsujuaq artist Juupi Koneak
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ᑎᒍᒥᐊᕈᓐᓇᑌᑦ?
Can you handle it?
ᐅᒥᐅᔭᕐᒥ ᐊᑯᓂᓂᑕᕐᓂᒃ ᓄᐃᑎᕆᓂᖅ 
Artefact revival in Umiujaq

ᓴᕝᕕᒃ: ᐊᖏᔪᖅ ᓴᕕᒃ ᐅᔭᕋᕐᒥᒃ ᑮᓇᖃᕐᓱᓂ.
Large knife with stone blade.

1

•	 ᓄᓇᓕᓐᓂ ᓴᓇᖕᖑᐊᑎ ᑭᓪᐳᑦ ᐃᓄᑉᐸᖅ ᓄᐃᑦᓯᓯᒪᓕᕐᑐᖅ ᐊᑦᔨᖏᓐᓂᒃ 6 ᐊᑯᓂᓂᑌᑦ ᐱᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᑐᕐᓱᔪᖅ 
ᒥᕐᖑᐃᓯᕐᕕᐅᑉ ᐊᑯᓂᓂᑕᖁᑎᖏᑦᑕ ᑲᑎᑦᓱᑕᐅᓯᒪᕕᖓᓂᑦ. ᑖᒃᑯᐊ ᐊᑦᔨᓕᐊᕆᓯᒪᔭᖏᑦ ᐊᑦᑐᑕᐅᒍᓐᓇᑐᑦ 
ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᑎᒍᒥᐊᕐᑕᐅᓗᑎᒃ ᓴᓇᔭᐅᓕᑌᓐᓇᑐᕐᑎᑐᑦ ᕿᒥᕐᕈᔭᐅᓗᑎᒃ. ᑕᑯᔭᕐᑐᑐᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐃᓕᓴᕐᕕᒥ 
ᐃᓚᒌᑦᑎᑐᑦ ᑎᒍᒥᐊᕐᓗᒋᑦ ᕿᒥᕐᕈᕈᓐᓇᓕᕐᑐᑦ ᑕᒃᑯᓂᖓ ᓴᓇᕐᕈᑎᓂᒃ ᐊᐳᑎᒥᒃ ᐃᓪᓗᓕᐅᕈᑎᓂᒃ ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ 
ᓇᑲᑎᕆᒍᑎᒋᓗᒋᑦ ᐆᑦᑐᓗᒋᑦ ᓂᕿᑐᐃᓐᓇᒥᒃ ᑮᓇᓖᑦ ᐅᔭᕋᕐᒥᒃ.

•	 Local artist Gilbert Inukpuk has created replicas of 6 artefacts from Tursujuq Park’s collection. 
These replicas are meant to be touched and handled just as if they were being originally created. 
Visitors and school groups can now get hands-on experience with these objects to build igloos or to 
try cutting meat with a stone blade.

2
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ᐃᕿᐊᒻᒥᖁᒃ: ᐊᖏᔫᖕᖏᑐᖅ 
ᓇᕆᐊᖅ ᐊᑐᕐᑕᐅᓲᖅ 
ᐃᖃᓗᑦᓯᐅᑐᓄᑦ. ᑌᒣᑦᑑᖄᕐᓯᒪᔪᑦ 
ᐁᕕᐅᑉ ᑑᒑᑦᓴᔭᖏᑦ ᓴᓇᑦᓱᒋᑦ.

Small lure used when fishing. 
Originally made of walrus tusk.

ᐸᓇᒃ: ᐊᐳᓯᕆᐅᑎᒃ ᓴᕕᒃ ᐊᑐᕐᑕᐅᓲᖅ ᐊᐳᑎᒥᒃ ᐃᓪᓗᓕᐅᕐᑐᓄᑦ. 
ᓴᐅᓂᑦᓴᔭᐅᒍᓐᓇᑐᖅ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐁᕕᐅᑉ ᑑᒐᑦᓴᔭᕆᒍᓐᓇᓱᓂᐅᒃ.
Snow knife used to build igloos. It can be made of bone and walrus tusk.

ᓇᐅᓚᒃ: ᐅᓈᑉ ᐃᓱᐊᓃᓲᖅ 
ᑐᖁᓭᒍᑎᒃ.

Harpoon head.
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ᓄᕕᕐᓵᓴᔭᓕᐅᕐᑐᑦ 
ᑫᕙᓗᐊᕐᑎᓯᒍᑎᒃ ᐊᑐᕐᓱᒍ

Spinning the fibers into yarn

ᐊᒥᕐᒥᑦ ᐲᔦᔪᑦ ᕿᕕᐅᓂᑦ 

Brushing the qiviut from the hide

Photos:  Rachel Guindon, Patrick Maltais

1

3

ᐅᒥᒻᒪᒥᑦ ᐱᔪᑦ ᓄᕕᕐᓵᓴᔭᓕᐊᕆᔭᐅᔪᑦ
From uumimmak to skeins of wool
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ᕿᕕᐅᑦ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᑎᑦᓯᓂᖓ ᕃᑦᓴᓪ ᑯᐃᑕᓐ
Qiviut workshop with Rachel Guindon

ᐱᕐᕃᑐᑦ ᓄᕕᑦᓵᓴᔭᕐᑕᖏᓐᓂᒃ 
ᑕᑭᑦᑐᑳᓕᐊᕆᑦᓱᒋᑦ 

Carding the fibers to line them up

•	 ᕃᑦᓱᓪ ᑯᐃᑕᓐ ᑰᑦᔪᐊᕌᐱᓕᐊᓚᐅᔫᖅ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐅᒥᐅᔭᕐᒧᑦ ᖃᐅᔨᒪᔭᒥᓂᒃ 
ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᑎᑦᓯᒋᐊᕐᑐᓱᓂ ᕿᕕᐅᒥᒃ ᓄᕕᕐᓵᓴᔭᓕᐅᕈᑎᖃᕐᓂᒥᒃ. ᓄᕕᕐᓵᓴᔭᓕᐊᒍᑎᓗᒍ 
ᕿᕕᐅᑦ ᐃᓚᒋᔭᐅᔪᖅ ᐊᕿᓐᓂᐹᒍᓲᓄᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᒥᑭᔪᕐᓚᐅᓈᕐᑎᓂᕐᐹᓄᑦ ᐃᓗᓕᖏᑦ 
ᓯᓚᕐᔪᐊᓕᒫᒥ. ᐊᒥᕐᓂᑦ ᐃᓪᓓᓗᒍ ᐊᕕᑦᓯᒪᔪᓕᐊᒍᒍᓐᓇᓱᓂ, ᓇᐹᕐᑐᓄᑦ ᓈᑦᓯᒪᔪᑦ 
ᐳᑯᑦᓱᒋᑦ, ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ ᓄᓇᒦᑦᑐᑦ ᐳᑯᑦᓱᒋᑦ.

•	 Rachel Guindon visited Kuujjuaraapik and Umiujaq to share her knowledge 
on how to transform qiviut into yarn. The qiviut is the undercoat of Arctic 
mammals like the muskox. Wool made of qiviut is one of the softest and 
finest in the world. It can be brushed from hides, collected from branches, or 
gathered from the ground.
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ᐅᒥᒻᒪᒥᑦ ᐱᔪᑦ ᓄᕕᕐᓵᓴᔭᓕᐊᕆᔭᐅᔪᑦ
From uumimmak to skeins of wool
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ᓇᐹᕐᑐᐃᑦ ᐃᑯᐊᓚᔪᓪᓗ 
Napaartuit and fires

Parc national Kuururjuaq

ᖃᐅᔨᓴᕐᑎᓂᒃ ᐃᓚᐅᖁᔨᓯᒪᓕᕐᑐᒍᑦ 
ᐱᒋᐊᕐᑎᑕᐅᓛᕐᑎᓗᒋᑦ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᕐᓂᒥᒃ 
ᖃᓄᖅ ᓇᐹᕐᑐᐃᑦ ᐃᑯᐊᓚᔪᑦ 
ᖃᓄᐃᓕᖕᙰᑐᐃᓐᓇᕆᐊᖃᓛᕐᒪᖔᑕ ᑰᕈᕐᔪᐊᑉ 
ᑰᖓᓂᒃ ᓇᑦᓴᒦᑦᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᓇᐹᕐᑐᐃᑦ ᓱᓇᓄᑦ 
ᐃᓕᐅᕐᖃᕕᐅᒍᓐᓇᓛᕐᒪᖔᑕ ᑐᑭᓯᒋᐊᕐᓗᒋᑦ.

ᐃᑯᐊᓚᓯᒪᔪᖅ 2022-ᒥ 
ᐊᖏᓂᓕᒻᒥᒃ ᐃᑯᐊᓪᓓᓯᒪᔪᖅ 
ᓇᐹᕐᑐᓂᒃ.
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The fire of 2022 burned 
around 42 km2 of forest.

We have invited researchers to start 
investigating how forest fires may have 
contributed to the formation of the 
Kuururjuaq River Valley’s forest oasis.
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The absence of newly exposed mineral soil 
might be the reason why we only found one 
(1) spruce seedling during our field campaign.

In Quebec, every part of the boreal forest has 
been affected by fire at one time or another. 
These fire events have been leaving their mark 
and shaping the forests we see today. 

In June 2022, a forest fire burned part of the 
boreal forest in the Kuururjuaq River Valley 
in Kuururjuaq Park. This fire presented an 
opportunity to further study this northern 
forest ecosystem and its dynamics over time, 
as well as to address local community concerns 
about the mercury released by fire.

During this first year of exploratory field work, 
we were able to observe that the fire did not 
burn hard enough, thus leaving the mineral 
soil unexposed. A layer of burnt forest litter 
was still covering the ground. This may 
prevent black spruce seeds from germinating. 
Black spruce (napaartuq) must start growing 
on mineral soil to prevent its small baby roots 
from rotting.

The absence of baby spruce would likely make 
the 42 km2 of burnt forest look like an open 
meadow of thickets and brush. The first 
trees to recolonize the burnt area would be 
tamaracks (pingiit), but only in many years’ 
time.

This first exploratory field work will lead to 
more detailed research in the years to come, 
and to more public outreach in the community 
to share what we have learned.

Water samples were also 
taken to check for the 
presence of mercury.

ᕿᒻᒥᖑᐊᐁᑦ
Black spruce cone - qimminguait

ᑐᒥᓂᒃ ᐊᕐᓯᓄᓪ ᕿᒥᕐᕈᑐᖅ ᓇᐹᕐᑑᑉ ᐱᑕᖓᓂᒃ 
ᐆᑦᑐᕋᐅᑎᑦᓴᕆᓂᐊᕐᑕᒥᓂᒃ
Dominique Arsenault looking at a tree core 
sample

Photos:  Corentin Chaillon
ᓄᖑᑦᑎᓯᑦᑌᓕᓂᕐᓄᑦ ᐅᓂᒃᑳᑦ Conservation Stories 2023 | 11



ᓄᐃᑕᖕᖏᓂᖏᑦ ᓄᑖᑦ ᑕᑯᑦᓴᐅᒍᓐᓇᓕᕐᓱᑎᒃ 
ᓴᕕᕋᔭᑦᓴᔭᕐᑕᓖᑦ ᓯᕐᒦᑦ ᐱᑦᔪᑎᐅᑐᐃᓐᓇᕆᐊᓖᑦ 
ᑕᑯᒍᓐᓇᓚᐅᔪᔪᒍᑦ ᐊᑕᐅᓯᕐᒥᒃ (1) ᓇᐹᕐᑑᑉ 
ᑲᕐᖓᓲᑖᖓᓂᒃ ᓄᓇᒥᒃ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᕐᕕᖃᕐᓂᑎᓂ.

ᑯᐯᒻᒥ, ᓇᓂᓕᒫᕐᑐᑦ ᐃᓚᖏᑦ 
ᐃᑦᔨᓕᓪᓗᐊᓲᒍᖕᖏᑐᒦᑦᑐᑦ ᓇᐹᕐᑐᐃᑦ 
ᖃᓄᐃᓕᖕᖓᑕᐅᓯᒪᓕᕐᑐᑦ ᐃᑯᐊᓚᒧᑦ ᐃᑯᐊᓪᓚᐸᑦᓱᑎᒃ 
ᐊᑕᐅᑦᓯᑰᖕᖏᑐᖅ. ᑖᒃᑯᐊ ᐃᑯᐊᓚᕙᑦᑐᑦ ᑕᑯᑦᓴᐅᓕᕐᑐᑦ 
ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐅᓪᓗᒥ ᑕᑯᕙᓕᕐᑕᑎᓐᓂᒃ ᓇᐹᕐᑐᐃᑦ 
ᓇᓃᓐᓂᖏᓐᓂᒃ ᓴᓇᒻᒪᓕᐅᕐᐸᓕᕐᓱᑎᒃ.

ᔫᓂ 2022-ᒥ, ᓇᐹᕐᑐᐃᑦ ᐃᑯᐊᓚᓚᐅᕐᓯᒪᔪᑦ 
ᓇᐹᕐᑐᑕᖃᓲᒥ ᑲᑎᒪᔪᑦ ᑰᒍᕐᔪᐊᖅ ᑰᖓᓂ ᓇᕐᓴᖓᓂ 
ᑰᕈᕐᔪᐊᑉ ᒥᕐᖑᐃᓯᕐᕕᒥ. ᐃᑯᐊᓚᔪᕕᓂᕐᒥᒃ 
ᐱᕕᑦᓴᑖᕐᓂᖃᓚᐅᔫᖅ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᕐᑕᐅᒍᓐᓇᓯᑎᓗᒍ 
ᑖᕙᓐᓇ ᑕᕐᕋᒥ ᓇᐹᕐᑐᐃᑦ ᓇᔪᓲᖏᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᓇᓃᓲᒍᓂᖏᑦ ᐱᕈᕐᕕᖃᑦᓯᐊᕕᒋᓲᖏᓪᓗ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᐃᑦ 
ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᓂᖏᑦ ᐃᑉᐱᒋᑦᓱᒋᑦ, ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓄᓇᓕᓐᓂ 
ᐃᓱᒫᓘᑕᐅᔪᑦ ᑲᒪᒋᓯᑦᓱᒋᑦ ᐃᓕᖓᔪᑦ ᒥᐅᑯᔨᒧᑦ 
ᐱᑭᐊᓚᕿᑎᑕᐅᔪᕕᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐃᑯᐊᓚᒧᑦ.

ᐊᕐᕌᒍᒥ ᓯᕗᓪᓕᐹᒥ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᕐᕕᖃᕐᓂᖅ 
ᓄᓇᒥ ᑲᔪᓯᑎᓗᒍ, ᑕᑯᓚᐅᔪᔪᒍᑦ 
ᐃᑯᐊᓚᒻᒪᕆᓐᓂᖏᒋᐊᖓᓂᒃ, ᑌᒣᑦᓱᓂ ᓯᕐᒥᓂᒃ 
ᓄᐃᑕᓚᖀᑦᓱᓂ ᓴᕕᕋᔭᕐᑕᓯᓯᒪᔪᒥᒃ. ᖁᓛ ᐊᒥᐊᖏᑦᑕ 
ᓯᕗᓪᓕᐹᖓᓂ ᐃᑯᐊᓚᕕᐅᔪᕕᓃᑦ ᐱᑕᖃᓚᐅᔫᑦ 
ᓄᓇᓂᒃ ᓄᓇᑐᐃᓐᓇᐅᖏᓐᓈᓱᑎᒃ ᓄᐃᑕᔪᓂᒃ 
ᐃᑯᐊᓪᓚᓚᕆᓯᒪᖕᖏᑐᓂᒃ. ᑕᒐ ᓇᐹᕐᑐᓴᔦᑦ ᕿᓐᓂᓂᕐᓭᑦ 
ᑲᕐᖓᓲᑖᖏᑦ ᐱᕈᕈᓐᓇᖏᓚᕿᑎᑕᐅᓯᒪᑐᐃᓐᓇᕆᐊᓖᑦ. 
ᓇᐹᕐᑐᖅ ᐱᕈᕐᐸᓕᐊᓯᕐᖄᓲᖅ ᓴᕕᕋᔭᑦᓴᔭᕐᑕᓕᒻᒥ 
ᓯᕐᒥᒥ ᒥᑭᔪᕐᓓᑦ ᐱᒋᐊᕐᕕᓕᐅᑎᐊᐱᖏᑦ ᐊᒫᖏᑦ 
ᑌᒣᑦᑐᒦᓪᓗᑎᒃ ᓱᑦᔪᖑᕐᖃᔭᖕᖏᒪᑕ.

ᓄᐃᑕᒍᓐᓀᓂᖏᑦ ᓄᑕᕃᑦ ᓇᐹᕐᑐᖑᕐᐸᓕᐊᔪᑦᓭᑦ 
ᓄᐃᑦᓯᓚᕿᒍᓐᓇᑐᕆᔭᕗᑦ 42 km2-ᓂ ᐃᑯᐊᓚᔪᕕᓂᕐᓂ 
ᓇᐹᕐᑐᓂ ᑕᑯᑦᓴᐅᓂᕐᒥᒍᑦ ᐱᕈᕐᑐᑕᑦᓯᕙᓪᓕᐊᓚᖓᓂᖓᓂᒃ 
ᒥᑭᔪᕐᓚᓂᒃ ᐱᕈᕐᑐᐊᕈᕐᓂᒃ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᐊᖏᓕᓲᑦᓴᔭᐅᖕᖏᑐᓂᒃ ᐱᕈᕐᑐᓂᒃ. 
ᓯᕗᓪᓕᐸᐅᓛᕐᑐᓴᐅᓕᕐᑐᑦ ᓇᐹᕐᑐᐃᑦ ᐃᑯᐊᓚᔪᕕᓂᕐᒥ 
ᐃᓂᑖᕐᐸᓕᐊᓚᖓᔪᑦ ᐱᒋᐊᑐᐃᓐᓇᕆᐊᖃᓛᕐᑐᑦ, ᑭᓯᐊᓂ 
ᐊᕐᕌᒍᐃᑦ ᐊᒥᓱᑦ ᓈᑉᐸᑕ ᓄᐃᕐᖃᐸᓪᓕᐊᓯᓛᕐᑐᓴᐅᑦᓱᑎᒃ.

ᑖᓐᓇ ᑐᑭᓯᒋᐊᕐᓂᒧᑦ ᓄᓇᒥᒃ 
ᖃᐅᔨᓴᕆᐊᕐᓂᐅᓯᒪᔪᖅ ᓯᕗᒧᐊᒍᑕᐅᓛᕐᑐᖅ 
ᓇᓗᓀᕐᑐᐃᓯᐊᕐᕕᒥᒃ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᕐᓂᒥᒃ ᐊᕐᕌᒎᓚᖓᔪᓂ 
ᓯᕗᓂᑦᑎᓂ, ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓄᓇᓕᓐᓂ ᑭᓇᓕᒫᒃᑯᑦ 
ᖃᐅᔨᓴᕆᐊᕐᑐᕕᐅᑐᐃᓐᓇᕆᐊᖃᖃᑦᑕᓛᕐᑎᓗᒋᑦ 

ᖃᐅᔨᓯᒪᔭᒥᓂᒃ ᑐᓴᕐᑎᒥᓗᒋᑦ ᐃᓕᑦᓯᓯᒪᓕᕐᑕᑎᓐᓂᒃ. 

ᐃᒣᑦ ᐆᑦᑐᕋᕋᑦᓭᑦ ᐱᔭᐅᓚᐅᔪᒻᒥᔪᑦ 
ᖃᐅᔨᓴᕐᑕᐅᔪᑦᓴᐅᑎᓗᒋᑦ 
ᒥᐅᑯᔨᒥᒃ ᐱᑕᑦᓯᓚᕿᓯᒪᒻᒪᖔᑕ.
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ᐃᒪᕐᒥᒃ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᕐᓂᖅ 
Water sampling
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ᐱᓇᓱᐊᕐᑕᕕᓂᖏᑦ ᐋᓐᑐᔫ 
ᓈᓚᑦᑎᐅᑉ ᑕᑯᑦᓴᐅᑎᑕᐅᓛᕐᑐᖅ 
ᓄᑖᓂ ᑐᕐᓱᔪᖅ ᒥᕐᖑᐃᓯᕐᕕᒥ 
ᐃᓕᒪᑐᐃᓐᓇᓂᐊᓕᕐᑎᓗᒍ ᑰᑦᔪᐊᕌᐱᒻᒥ.

ᑌᕕᑎᐅᑉ ᑕᑯᓐᓇᑕᖏᑎᒍᑦ
Through the eyes of Davidee

Parc national Tursujuq

Photo: Andrew Davidee Naluktuk

The work of Andrew Davidee Naluktuk 
will be showcased in the new Tursujuq 
Park permanent exhibition in 
Kuujjuaraapik.
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ᑐᓂᕐᑕᓂᐊᕐᓂᖅ 2.0​
Archæology 2.0

Parc national Kuururjuaq
A team from Centre for Northern Studies 
(CEN), Laval University, Université du Québec 
à Trois-Rivières, and Avataq has launched a 
project to document archeological sites around 
Kangiqsualujjuaq using drone imagery. Their 
goal is to digitally preserve the sites and assess 
the degradation risk they face due to vegetation 
encroachment and erosion. Some of these sites 
are in the coastal area of Kuururjuaq Park. The 
results of the 3D images are quite surprising.

ᐱᓇᓱᐊᖃᑎᒌᑦᑎᖏᑦ ᑕᕐᕋᒥ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᕐᓂᓄᑦ (CEN), 
Université du Québec à Trois-Rivières, Laval 
University-ᐅᑉ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐊᕙᑕᒃᑯᑦ ᐱᒋᐊᕐᑎᑎᓯᒪᔪᑦ 
ᐱᓇᓱᒐᕐᒥᒃ ᓇᓗᓀᕐᑐᐃᓚᖓᑦᓱᑎᒃ ᑐᓂᕐᑕᓂᐊᕐᕕᓴᓂᒃ 
ᑲᖏᕐᓱᐊᓗᑦᔪᐊᑉ ᓴᓂᐊᓂ ᐊᑐᕐᓱᒋᑦ ᖃᖓᑕᓲᕌᐲᑦ 
ᐊᑦᔨᓕᐅᕈᑎᑕᓖᑦ. ᑐᕌᒐᖓ ᖃᕆᑕᐅᔭᕐᓅᙯᓂᖅ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᖃᐅᔨᓴᕐᓂᖅ ᓱᔪᑉᐸᓕᐊᓂᐅᔭᓕᕐᓂᖏᓐᓂᒃ ᐱᕈᕐᑐᐃᑦ 
ᓄᓇᖏᑦᑕ ᓱᒃᑯᑕᐅᕙᓪᓕᐊᓂᖏᓐᓄᑦ ᐊᓯᑦᔨᑐᕐᐸᓕᐊᓂᖏᓐᓄᑦ 
ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓱᔪᑉᐸᓕᐊᓂᕐᓄᑦ. ᑖᒃᑯᐊ ᐃᓚᖏᑦ ᓇᔪᕐᑕᓖᑦ ᓯᑦᔭᓂ 
ᑰᕈᕐᔪᐊᖅ ᒥᕐᖑᐃᓯᕐᕕᒥ ᓄᐃᑎᕐᑕᖏᑦ 3D-ᒍᑎᓗᒋᑦ 
ᓇᐅᒃᑯᓕᒫᖅ ᑕᑯᑦᓴᐅᒍᓐᓇᑎᓗᒋᑦ ᐱᓪᓚᕆᑦᑎᑐᑦ 
ᐋᕐᕿᓱᕐᑕᐅᓯᒪᓂᖏᑦ ᐱᐅᔪᒻᒪᕇᑦ.

ᖃᕐᒪᖓ ᑐᓃᑦ ᐱᕈᕐᑐᓃᓕᕐᑐᖅ (a) ᑕᑯᔭᕕᓂᖅ ᐃᑯᒪᓄᑦ ᓄᓇᒦᑦᑐᓂᒃ ᕿᒥᕐᕈᕈᑎᓄᑦ (LiDAR 

imagery) (b). ᐊᑦᔨᖁᑎᓂᒃ ᐱᕕᒋᓯᒪᔭᕗᑦ: Université du Québec à Trois-Rivières 
Semi-subterranean house from the Dorset period under vegetation (a) and revealed by 

LiDAR imagery (b). Photos: Université du Québec à Trois-Rivières

A)
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ᒫᒃ ᑎᕐᑎᓗᒃ ᑲᖏᕐᓱᔪᐊᕐᒥᐅᖅ ᓴᓇᓯᒪᔪᖅ ᖁᓪᓕᓂᒃ 

ᐊᑐᓃᕐᑎᓱᒋᑦ ᓄᓇᕕᒻᒥ ᓯᑕᒪ ᒥᕐᖑᐃᓯᕐᕖᑦ. 

ᐊᑐᓂᑦ ᒥᕐᖑᐃᓯᕐᕖᑦ ᐸᕐᓀᒍᑦᔭᐅᓛᕐᑐᑦ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᑕᒫᑦ 

ᑲᑎᒍᑕᐅᖃᑦᑕᓂᐊᕐᑎᓗᒋᑦ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᑎᑕᐅᑎᓗᒋᑦ 

ᓄᓇᓕᓐᓄᑦ ᐃᓚᐅᔪᑦ ᖃᓄᖅ ᖁᓪᓕᖅ ᓴᓇᔭᐅᓲᒍᒻᒪᖔᑦ.

ᖁᓪᓖᑦ ᐱᒋᔭᐅᓗᑎᒃ ᑭᓯᐊᓂᐅᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ 

ᐅᓪᓗᑕᒫᕐᓯᐅᑎᒥᓂ ᐃᓅᓯᕐᒥᓂ ᐱᑕᖃᕆᐊᖃᕐᑎᓗᒋᑦ, 

ᐃᑯᒪᒍᑎᑑᒻᒪᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐸᕐᖄᑎᑦᓯᒍᑎᑑᑦᓱᓂ. 

ᐅᓪᓗᒥ, ᖁᓪᓖᑦ ᐃᓚᐅᓕᕐᑐᑦ ᑲᑎᔪᓄᑦ ᐊᑐᕐᑕᐅᓲᓄᑦ 

ᓇᓪᓕᐅᓂᕐᓯᐅᑐᓄᑦ ᖁᕕᐊᓲᑎᖃᕐᓱᑎᒃ ᑌᒣᑦᑐᒥᒃ 

ᑕᑯᑦᓴᐅᑎᑦᓯᓂᖃᕐᒪᑕ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐃᓗᒡᒍᓯᒥᒃ 

ᓄᐃᑕᑎᑦᓯᒍᑕᐅᑦᓱᑎᒃ.

ᖁᓪᓕᒥᒃ ᐃᑭᑦᓯᒐᓱᐊᕐᑐᑦ ᑭᖕᖒᒪᑦᓯᓲᑦ 

ᐃᓕᑦᓯᕙᓪᓕᐊᓂᕐᒥᒃ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓱᖏᐅᓐᓂᖃᕐᐸᓕᐊᓂᕐᒥᒃ. 

ᒪᓂᔨᔨᐅᑦᓱᓂ ᐃᓱᒪᒃᑯᑦ ᐅᐃᒻᒪᓇᖕᖏᐅᑎᒥᒃ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᓗ 

ᓄᓇᒧᑦ ᐱᑐᑦᓯᒪᒍᑎᓐᓃᕕᑦ.

ᖁᓪᓕᐅᑉ ᐃᑭᑕᐅᓂᖓ
Lighting the qulliq
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Mark Tertiluk from Kangiqsujuaq has 
carved a qulliq (traditional Inuit lamp) 
for each of Nunavik’s four parks. Each 
park will organize an annual gathering 
to teach community members how to 
light the qulliq.

Qulliit were once central to Inuit 
daily life, as a source of light and 
heat. Today, qulliit are part of 
ceremonial practices because of what 
they represent and their cultural 
significance.

Lighting the qulliq requires some 
learning and practice. It provides a 
meditative experience that connects 
you to the land.

Mark Tertiluk, photo: Mary A Pilurtuut
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ᐃᒪᐅᑉ ᓂᕈᒥᓐᓂᖓᓂᒃ / ᓂᓪᓕᒪᓂᖓᓂᒃ ᖃᐅᔨᒪᒍᑎᒃ Monitoring water temperature 

Randall Morgan & Charlie Munick, Parc national Kuururjuaq
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ᓄᖑᑦᑎᓯᑦᑌᓕᓄᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᑎᑦᓯᓂᕐᓄᑦ ᐱᓇᓱᐊᖃᑎᒌᑦᑏᑦ
Conservation and Education team

Patrick Maltais 
Education Technician 
pmaltais@krg.ca

Isabeau Pratte
Conservation and Education Specialist 
ipratte@krg.ca

Corentin Chaillon
Conservation and Education Specialist 
cchaillon@krg.ca

ᒥᕐᖑᐃᓯᕐᕕᒥᒃ ᐊᐅᓚᑦᓯᔩᑦ 
Parks management

Mary A Pilurtuut 
Parc national des

Pingualuit

Bobby Tooktoo 
Parc national Tursujuq
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Charlie Munick
Parc national Kuururjuaq / 

Ulittaniujalik
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Nunavik Parks/Parcs Nunavik
P.O. Box/CP 9
Kuujjuaq QC J0M 1C0
819-964-2961

Parc national des Pingualuit
P.O.  Box/CP 130
Kangiqsualujjuaq QC J0M 1K0
819-338-3282

Parc national Kuururjuaq
Parc national Ulittaniujalik
P.O. Box/CP 30
Kangiqsualujjuaq QC J0M 1N0
819-337-5454

Parc national Tursujuq
P.O. Box/CP 2205
Umiujaq QC J0M 1Y0
819-331-5454

info@nunavikparks.ca 
conservation.education@krg.ca 
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