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“Conservation Stories” provides a window on the conservation and education
activities undertaken by Nunavik Parks.

The mission of Nunavik Parks is to protect the land for future generations while
fostering the interconnection between the land, the people, cultures, and types of

knowledge. To achieve its mission, Nunavik Parks relies on local, traditional, and
scientific knowledge, while promoting access to the land for all.

Nunavik Parks is a brand registered under the Kativik Regional Government KATIVIK
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Dam it, beavers!
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Climate change is impacting ecosystems and The increasing beaver population is a local

habitats. In the North, shrubs and bush-type concern and is linked to the effects of climate
vegetation are increasing, creating valuable habitat change. As a national park, it is our mandate
for southern species like beaver. In Nunavik, the to improve the monitoring of beavers

impact of beavers is not well understood. It is and better understand the effects of their
likely that the building of dams and the subsequent presence on park territory.

creation of ponds is increasing permafrost thaw and
accelerating shrubification—the expansion of shrub

growth and presence.

Beaver dams affect Arctic
char migration.
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I Incomplete beaver dam in Tursujuq park
ALALTI™ PLAC PTEOPLE®L DS
[ AP AT
This summer, we surveyed 228 km of river
habitat to have a better idea of beaver dam
distribution in the region. We counted 13
beaver territories; a territory sometimes

consisted of up to 3 dams. The data collected
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was shared with Makivvik and Anguvigaq?.

I A beaver dam in Tursujuq park This first exploratory survey is the beginning

DA T AP AL PP PIEIPLESL .
of a long-term program to monitor beaver

. . distribution, activity, and persistence in
Moreover, a dam can act as a barrier to Arctic char

: . C o the park. We hope to continue this work
migration, which is a local concern.

to further our knowledge on the beaver’s
The Nunavik Research Centre at Makivvik is impact on northern ecosystems and species
investigating the effects of beaver dams on the such as Arctic char.

northern ecosystem near Kuujjuaq and Tasiujaq.
! Nunavik Hunting Fishing Trapping Association (NHFTA)
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A *J4CDPLEC ADPANDELINJC

Parc national des Pingualuit

JA PP 4T ®JACAT e Juupi Koneak’s drawing will be the highlight
oACNCPe" I 404l of the new edition of educational document
“TJAPTAT® bDrMY A®JdS 0 “Discover Parc national des Pingualuit” to

0 DoirDobei<t 4Gdo" 4<CN". celebrate the park’s 20 anniversary.

L Jde 4 e JACDPLLE b LA A JoN4ele
Qajaq drawing by local Kangiqsujuaq artist Juupi Koneak
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Large knife with stone blade.
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Jo U A*JNCPPI o PIDET
Artefact revival in Umiujaq

DIDLTD® Po< Aot APcDarld®™ A®AdDe® IDoCo® IPHd¢ TJAP Ao
24D PLYe?. Cdd AP c® SarPLb®rC NJ eChbJ®adt A5 €4 dd5IPAeL NSIe,
>Enddt ActocdNs PP acD NI“eslt A“HeDPNet DEC55%¢C DLSgt
AT 5N @ biPLAd 5N,

Local artist Gilbert Inukpuk has created replicas of 6 artefacts from Tursujuq Park’s collection.
These replicas are meant to be touched and handled just as if they were being originally created.
Visitors and school groups can now get hands-on experience with these objects to build igloos or to
try cutting meat with a stone blade.



Ka: PPN A"HeDPPN. NP Ao DI d™ VAP 56-€
JLAc™>Lo’.
Snow knife used to build igloos. It can be made of bone and walrus tusk.

abDet: APLDC 5546 %, APAITdE: dDc DN
u oad A% e dPN TPL™. VAD
arpoon head: M ot Sald®.

Small lure used when fishing.
Originally made of walrus tusk.
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Spinning the fibers into yarn
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AlYDc ot IPcaNPo™
Carding the fibers to line them up
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mimmalk to skeins of wool
A "R N B 4 ] 'f

i 4\ Dic: Dint RiSIcSVN=ea ] () SR 1 'S T
Qiviut workshop with Rachel Guindon

BT 9% dPQGACAeD® DIDL IS oDRALDP T o
Ac*adNPINbadIle PADDIcT AN sAle, \
00KNNE® PADAGDSAe PID™ Do ADeUDde PeideLT,
Arirfce A==214¢ ALDPd ad™, bdCPH5N"56°¢ dPPe¢ oal 5%¢€
0dCbsNe,

Rachel Guindon visited Kuujjuaraapik and Umiujaq to share her knowledge
on how to transform qiviut into yarn. The qiviut is the undercoat of Arctic
mammals like the muskox. Wool made of qiviut is one of the softest and
finest in the world. It can be brushed from hides, collected from branches, or
gathered from the ground
AN
i
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T o LA Addg;bé% o Theﬁre 0f2022 burned
FEADRIC 42 PeTChe PXS around 42 km? of forest.

e R CDER Y

R RS T ey A
6D & YaN o= e L Dl «u We have invited researchers to start

" BDRLAAYA TS @ KDAS Addec PNC E? investigating how forest fires may have
dP4d¢ a8 ol Do’ bo® . contributed to the formation of the
boze (T Lo-“bq L“"LC < Kuurur]uaq River Valley s forest oasis.




In Quebec, every part of the boreal forest has The absence of newly exposed mineral soil
been affected by fire at one time or another. might be the reason why we only found one

These fire events have been leaving their mark (1) spruce seedling during our field campaign.
and shaping the forests we see today.

In June 2022, a forest fire burned part of the Water Samples were also
boreal forest in the Kuururjuaq River Valley

in Kuururjuaq Park. This fire presented an taken to ChBCkf or the
opportunity to further study this northern presence Ofmercury.

forest ecosystem and its dynamics over time,
as well as to address local community concerns
about the mercury released by fire.

During this first year of exploratory field work,
we were able to observe that the fire did not
burn hard enough, thus leaving the mineral
soil unexposed. A layer of burnt forest litter
was still covering the ground. This may
prevent black spruce seeds from germinating.
Black spruce (napaartuq) must start growing
on mineral soil to prevent its small baby roots

from rotting.

@ T PEIEIGBL - P RAC
Black spruce cone - gimminguait

The absence of baby spruce would likely make
the 42 km? of burnt forest look like an open
meadow of thickets and brush. The first
trees to recolonize the burnt area would be
tamaracks (pingiit), but only in many years’

time.

This first exploratory field work will lead to

more detailed research in the years to come,
(Mot 4N o< 6PrAPNot TPIPY™ and to more public outreach in the community
Dominique Arsenault looking at a tree core

to share what we have learned.
sample

Photos: Corentin Chaillon
ADc=dbP4G¢ 4% 1¢ DotbI 4 Conservation Stories 2023 | 11



dVLT, o<DAC Adde IS
ASGCDE LD DILLC, €tdd AddebeCe DNC
CdENDNEPBECIE v Tot Dol oDt
CdbCCNat dPPLEN®.

do- 2022-T, dPi4d¢ a8%Lo a{IAC
Addcc DLC JPHAC TJAP Ao, Cl e
AANSCPNDDE® SbDPNSeTt (G e¢
a{DAC APDIAS boAc®LA%JHLLC,
bLJ*aPJND o5 oactlhC
ACLSINPDIL® ot Adde 1€ DITNJC
I PANG Tt o Db 4o e DL ot,

AL c"®

oD PR PIIIRS
drr dSNL"b L™LC.

AGIT PO LT PPN d®LAC, bDPeDLIC
Addc~® Adde5AD* %o,
0a*LCs ANChie®Lot NPPNPLLe.
@< AdAe<C 0a®LC APA™L
NPPNLDETI e DILLE, CL%a o {IAS
bl P4 LC AP PPN a CHL.

a{D® APAdPA®LLE oo D¢ APA%LoC
Ada it dNDPN“5J AL o6,

BDrN B C oo l® PIPAC ACDPIAT®
@ {INME APKALAdIT (e DIJC oo D
APL*L NPCDPLDI*™ LE.

I ALTY bPPY

Water sampling
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I Photo: Andrew Davidee Naluktuk

UANDS CDIOJPLIC

Parc national Tursujuq

4°I4 acNDC AaldiPLy>re The work of Andrew Davidee Naluktuk
CINDPNCHEIE D¢ will be showcased in the new Tursujuq
[SJAPSASLC SFPLNPALe Park permanent exhibition in

oCl deddaALT, Kuujjuaraapik.
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Archeeology 2.0

Parc national Kuururjuaq

AaldQbNLOC 9T bDPSTATS (CEN),
dV¢ Ao dANA*LoC, Trois-Rivieres-I<Ire,
d€Ctd 5 AaldbNlOC 4> NPLAA NG
) CCeo? b Pd544¢ 4<¢Co
BECNCHPLY® dPeDPNot 4I5CNe.
Ctdd baCPbind*arlddidC d'Ls oa b DS
AP Kedo®lot A5GCPC =dL>LC bbPNAN®
A4l C. €dd Do "CCeC Ac®re
dPIAC THJAPSADS PadOS. APe®JrPLLc
ADICDL SAC,

A team from Centre for Northern Studies

(CEN), Laval University, Université du Québec

a Trois-Rivieres, and Avataq has launched a
project to document archeological sites around
Kangiqsualujjuaq using drone imagery. Their
goal is to digitally preserve the sites and assess
the degradation risk they face due to vegetation
encroachment and erosion. Some of these sites
are in the coastal area of Kuururjuaq Park. The
results of the 3D images are quite surprising.

oa D¢ A“b“"bo-cf" A S5do® I6C 49 APIAC dCo (a) JtL 5
S5PNCPY™ LIDAR 4P*JI*NJC (b). 4P*Jd: VP Ao dANIE IPd
n AT,



Photo: Maxim Larivée

L NN5E b5PddiT™ g e biPLe D Mark Tertiluk from Kangiqsujuaq has

00 AT T PASA ¢ PCLoS. 4o¢ carved a qulliq (traditional Inuit lamp)
F% PATAS AcodNSPINbTbECe C for each of Nunavik’s four parks. Each
Yot APCPJPOSTE. park will organize an annual gathering to

teach community members how to light
9 e AoAS Asr o bDCLPDN e | thequllig.
AIN“caPL'LC AolddPNre/e

o i SAPT : Qulliit were once central to Inuit daily life,
D dl,f<l e LJ' [>('_3|_, d“c-_c

as a source of light and heat. Today,

b ﬂ BN oo P ™ qulliit are part of ceremonial practices
DNACPLE*L ANNCYd ALY because of what they represent and their
NYPLY NPIND o, cultural significance.

d Tt AP Po™ A“=dCDPLMCbD Lighting the qulliq requires some learning
A DNCDPL 5o 5. 0 c L Pda )% and practice. It provides a meditative

AVNDI ade ool experience that connects you to the land.

d°cl* APPo™
Lighting the qulliq

"‘-—-_‘? Mark Tertiluk, photo: Mary A Pilurtuut
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Conservation and Education team

Corentin Chaillon
Conservation and Education Specialist
cchaillon@krg.ca

Patrick Maltais
Education Technician
pmaltais@krg.ca

Isabeau Pratte
Conservation and Education Specialist
ipratte@krg.ca

AP ADS ADPA™S
Parks management

Charlie Munick Mary A Pilurtuut Bobby Tooktoo
Parc national Kuururjuaq / Parc national des Parc national Tursujuq
Ulittaniujalik Pingualuit
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Nunavik Parks/Parcs Nunavik
PO.Box/CP g

KuujjuaqgQCJoM 1Co
819-964-2961

Parc national des Pingualuit
PO. Box/CP 130
Kangiqsualujjuag QC JoM 1Ko
819-338-3282

Parc national Kuururjuaq
Parc national Ulittaniujalik
PO.Box/CP 30
Kangiqgsualujjuag QC JoM 1No

819-337-5454

Parc national Tursujuq
PO. Box/CP 2205
UmivjagQCJoM 1Yo

819-331-5454

info@nunavikparks.ca
conservation.education@krg.ca
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