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“Conservation Stories” provides a window on the conservation and
education activities undertaken by Nunavik Parks.

The mission of Nunavik Parks is to protect the land for future generations while
fostering the interconnection between the land, the people, cultures, and types of

knowledge. To achieve its mission, Nunavik Parks relies on local, traditional, and
scientific knowledge, while promoting access to the land for all.

Nunavik Parks is a brand registered under the Kativik Regional Government KATIVIK
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Dam it, beavers!

Photo: Isabeau Pratte
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Climate change is impacting ecosystems and
habitats. In the North, shrubs and bush-type
vegetation are increasing, creating valuable habitat
for southern species like beaver. In Nunavik, the
impact of beavers is not well understood. It is

likely that the building of dams and the subsequent
creation of ponds is increasing permafrost thaw and
accelerating shrubification—the expansion of shrub

growth and presence.

Beaver dams affect Arctic
char migration.
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I A beaver dam in Tursujuq park
s pSdNt <geC <Ndot <51+
Ka bIKIACbob <1*C Tursujuq
Moreover, a dam can act as a barrier to Arctic char

migration, which is a local concern.

The Nunavik Research Centre at Makivvik is
investigating the effects of beaver dams on the

northern ecosystem near Kuujjuaq and Tasiujaq.

The increasing beaver population is a local
concern and is linked to the effects of climate
change. As a national park, it is our mandate
to improve the monitoring of beavers

and better understand the effects of their

presence on park territory.
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I Incomplete beaver dam in Tursujuq park
<rsd <Jb PS5Ce PASINE <geC <5*
Ko bIKIACbob <I*C Tursujuq

This summer, we surveyed 228 km of river
habitat to have a better idea of beaver dam
distribution in the region. We counted 13
beaver territories; a territory sometimes
consisted of up to 3 dams. The data collected

was shared with Makivvik and Anguvigaq?.

This first exploratory survey is the beginning
of a long-term program to monitor beaver
distribution, activity, and persistence in

the park. We hope to continue this work

to further our knowledge on the beaver’s
impact on northern ecosystems and species

such as Arctic char.

! Nunavik Hunting Fishing Trapping Association (NHFTA)
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<MY Qo (PP INChY P KPP eC
P<INoY, AN OOAY <Pado <MAAAY,
<dNdot <KKPPY L <JAPCE Kot PPt
Job AMhde <¢C oo Ab, <*C <IPLCAC
qHdY b b o DCNAa o' oy D>NNL
LM Afad* AMTCbolM Py I=C <IPAP
AINAY AAL I5<C <57 Py PbY
<INCbR Lo CBPP-<g* MK o CPrY
44 PY oAl

<+C dNbt LAY, DSNNE LM obAAY <oC
<PAAY Do olh, D>d* IYALANTLY

qMhd ANt JLLANG Da ™

<1+C <dNCAM” oLh«

o0a AP ApID>e LMo dSULACbot <*C LPA®
<l DSULACY *C PLCACHBN rMhd D¢t

>hdNLt <+C PNt <Y Lb® <NCbl

<*C (Kuujjuaq and Tasiujaq) dJ<* Py
CPD>Ke AL AYN Y.

<=C K AQrunv 4Qrsd g+C 4y ACa
Py KNCAPot <oC PP IPTNdNAY <eC
<Y KabDACboY, <IPabt NDSLD>a® L
[YACbo' LAS abD<JALbob MMdU P, DAL
LM Nk AMYo"DCbov <PLCACLY =C
<ANCY <5PY° Ka bD<KACboY LM TalMCboA
AC>o b

P
S

4 nunavikparks.ca

I q er
Beaver

bA<Y, baDLANLY 228 km <*C /A*
Ar D> <o DSULACboY LM DAS TYSLACY
arhd <INCdo M bDCE DAINL <=C Qb
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qrhd Acnrey, ANcy, Py g+C Jrune
<1>C <Y <abDACb oAb Mo MCboAb.
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dLCP>NaCdbo¢ 2C <*ACACIC

Parc national des Pingualuit

Juupi Koneak <ILCP>Pa ALC <*C Juupi Koneak’s drawing will be the highlight
LodCb oAb LANCboAY +C [Pa APt of the new edition of educational document
<N dNLOP>e “}QLeCPa ot Y “Discover Parc national des Pingualuit” to
< bD<ACbov Pingualuit” LM Nibb celebrate the park’s 20 anniversary.

ddhe MPd J=C LK 20 oAd° CN>a

<MAN T Chobx

Qajaq L(P>rPaAlo <*C bdCbo¥ AYY Kangigsujuaq <* bLCP>NPa ALY Juupi Koneak
Qajaq drawing by local Kangiqsujuaq artist Juupi Koneak
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I8 Savvik: <M\t JdL® PAY bAPCbo® Lb® LM LNhbot
Large knife with stone blade.

FPPT<YNa> ?

PCl L <Mhbbot bACANY <*C Umiujaq ALe <1t
Artefact revival in Umiujaq

b>PCC Lb¥° Py bLD>CPaAY¢ Gilbert Inukpuk <IACY Lb* blbbol ASLe <M1
Tursujuq <=C b° b>FPCS% <oy LbAX bD>PCC blhbboAl MPP Chot I 1Yt <AJCe
<PadCbol Lb* blMbbolx L*CBY Py JIMNLODBot bIAPY LM <*C Cdod' oy
LbA <=C LANCbol d* TP bAMCbo® LM PTCbo® PY L% LM JPAACY LM LNKY
A7P<d° *C or” bAMCbo" bACANY 1dL*«

Local artist Gilbert Inukpuk has created replicas of 6 artefacts from Tursujuq Park’s collection.
These replicas are meant to be touched and handled just as if they were being originally created.
Visitors and school groups can now get hands-on experience with these objects to build igloos or to
try cutting meat with a stone blade.



Panak: d* 1dL> bAMCbo¥ LI MMCbob d* TP ASNPLDY
bAMCY DA P DCP JAMCboAY AAJ°

Snow knife used to build igloos. It can be made of bone and walrus tusk.

S Naulak: <FLP* TAS Igiammiquk: J°P* <IAUb_oS
Harpoon head. <4*DoLhob <1=C <IAPCboY
>CPe AAJC

Small lure used when fishing.
Originally made of walrus tusk.
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Brushing the qiviut from the hide

<< bACboC dIPPaYA*

Spinning the fibers into yarn

8 nunavikparks.ca




dA d LI ANJCY <PPa %A~
Carding the fibers to line them up

T A

umlmmak ALJ°Cbob AA"
‘uumimmak to skeins of wool

¥ TR SR AT ﬁf
Qiviut D>IS ANAY <<KIAChob <L JAa ob <IDCC |
Rachel Guindon

Qiviut workshop with Rachel Gumdon

'I'I th‘
Rachel Guindon bADCS <*C ASL® <l‘*P'7 Kuujjuaraapik P
Umiujaqg LM <AAMNaC DSLANIDS C* <PDD<bot <IPPa b A%
IR C <SR[ RS (SO A T llseie [ () o I A /S
RO Gt B SERE [R5

Rachel Guindon visited Kuujjuaraapik and Umiujaq to share her knowledge
on how to transform qiviut into yarn. The qiviut is the undercoat of Arctic
mammals like the muskox. Wool made of qiviut is one of the softest and
finest in the world. It can be brushed from hides, collected from branches, or
gathered from the ground.
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In Quebec, every part of the boreal forest has The absence of newly exposed mineral soil
been affected by fire at one time or another. might be the reason why we only found one

These fire events have been leaving their mark (1) spruce seedling during our field campaign.
and shaping the forests we see today.

In June 2022, a forest fire burned part of the Water Samples were also
boreal forest in the Kuururjuaq River Valley

in Kuururjuaq Park. This fire presented an taken to ChBCkf or the
opportunity to further study this northern presence Ofmercury.

forest ecosystem and its dynamics over time,
as well as to address local community concerns
about the mercury released by fire.

During this first year of exploratory field work,
we were able to observe that the fire did not
burn hard enough, thus leaving the mineral
soil unexposed. A layer of burnt forest litter
was still covering the ground. This may
prevent black spruce seeds from germinating.
Black spruce (napaartuq) must start growing
on mineral soil to prevent its small baby roots

from rotting.

ALNY DAbD*
Black spruce cone - gimminguait

The absence of baby spruce would likely make
the 42 km? of burnt forest look like an open
meadow of thickets and brush. The first
trees to recolonize the burnt area would be
tamaracks (pingiit), but only in many years’

time.

This first exploratory field work will lead to

more detailed research in the years to come,

Dominique Arsenault <IFCALC N6 and to more public outreach in the community
<JaDLALC
- . to share what we have learned.
Dominique Arsenault looking at a tree core
sample

Photos: Corentin Chaillon
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I Photo: Andrew Davidee Naluktuk

< MC<CC 42 NAC Davidee

Parc national Tursujuq

<+C B>NOSLB>* ASPL® The work of Andrew Davidee Naluktuk
Andrew Davidee Naluktuk will be showcased in the new Tursujuq
<q=C LKIKNLoAY Q°C Park permanent exhibition in
Tursujuq Park <N~ Kuujjuaraapik.

a bDXACb oY =C JJKIA®L

Kuujjuaraapikx



bad<dALob <DLPe <P 2.0

Archeeology 2.0

Parc national Kuururjuaq

<ot d<a ht <+C NP<KNoY AprdD>e LIS Cbot
bMNSINLLoY(CEN)E bMNSNNLINS 1eC

d<®, Trois-Rivieres, Laval University PY
Avataq AC>a <“dNLOD>ob bMPAACY Lib® LP
<D5bhChot MPaAPo<® Lib* <ad<<Cbob <*C
Kangigsualujjuaq LI <ALbo® <IAPC ASATY
NASNY <IALAAY bLITEY <IdLAAY KDNbNCh o
LM JULACboY bNCY I*C AYY PY o DLACboV
Ldb =C <NV <7 LR AP o DSLACY ASL
oy ACPa <*C <ANCbM TPL Ac<dv *C
Kuururjuaq Park <My <o bD<ACbob <oC
a "L <PIULAAY K Yokt doPe IMbCACLY

A team from Centre for Northern Studies
(CEN), Laval University, Université du Québec
a Trois-Rivieres, and Avataq has launched

a project to document archeological sites
around Kangiqsualujjuaq using drone
imagery. Their goal is to digitally preserve the
sites and assess the degradation risk they face
due to vegetation encroachment and erosion.
Some of these sites are in the coastal area of
Kuururjuaq Park. The results of the 3D images
are quite surprising.

QeC TP <4oC b <5 baD'LACbo (a) Py doPe <IPa-d™C LiDAR (b)«
doba bD>PAAY blMNSdNLLLY d<® Québec a Trois-Rivieresx



ASLe Mark Tertiluk <1*C <IPAAY ASL®
<t Kangigsujuaq bl-dCLE <ot <<AY
a® <Y KabdXACboY <<AY SL
abdXACboM LOCY APdt A>a LLIAa o
LM <MNAKbot Ko LAY Phbt oy
MCoALPE AT qulligx

CoALPe AT” qulliit bISCALY ASPLDY
<1=C ALNPID>oY, <oC bACKALY Py
blad® LI NPCrY ot JSCoALPE ATY
qulliit <*C <pLD>o' YAlbo¢ DL +C
ANt APPCATNAY Py DALNPY oY
<MCACdo '

1P b<b o qulliit <oCAAY LM <SNLLo
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Mark Tertiluk from Kangiqsujuaq has
carved a qulliq (traditional Inuit lamp)
for each of Nunavik’s four parks. Each
park will organize an annual gathering
to teach community members how to
light the qulliq.

Qulliit were once central to Inuit
daily life, as a source of light and
heat. Today, qulliit are part of
ceremonial practices because of what
they represent and their cultural
significance.

Lighting the qulliq requires some
learning and practice. It provides a
meditative experience that connects
you to the land.

APbAP.OY L CoALPe
Al qulliq

| Lighting the qulliq

Photo: Maxim Larivée
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Conservation and Education team

Corentin Chaillon
Conservation and Education Specialist
cchaillon@krg.ca

Patrick Maltais
Education Technician
pmaltais@krg.ca

Isabeau Pratte
Conservation and Education Specialist
ipratte@krg.ca

>rLe <1D°b"C¢ M7 dabd)<ACbov
Parks management

Charlie Munick Mary A Pilurtuut Bobby Tooktoo
Parc national Kuururjuaq / Parc national des Parc national Tursujuq

Ulittaniujalik Pingualuit
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© Nunavik Parks

Nunavik Parks/Parcs Nunavik
PO.Box/CP g

KuujjuaqgQCJoM 1Co
819-964-2961

Parc national des Pingualuit
PO. Box/CP 130
Kangiqsualujjuag QC JoM 1Ko
819-338-3282

Parc national Kuururjuaq
Parc national Ulittaniujalik
PO.Box/CP 30
Kangiqgsualujjuag QC JoM 1No

819-337-5454

Parc national Tursujuq
PO. Box/CP 2205
UmivjagQCJoM 1Yo

819-331-5454

info@nunavikparks.ca
conservation.education@krg.ca

<KNraAbob Py ArdDo<® blParat Design and writing
Isabeau Pratte, Patrick Maltais, Corentin Chaillon



